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Study of ths Suburb ani-in* of ft To*n, »nd the Kffveta nt th* 

Process upon Iti Booiftl Life. 

The community fttudiftd, . (Hlooaf lftld, How 1" • toWn 

of 15,000 p.oDlft, .ltufttftd In Ciim County, Mew 1*> th* 

metropolitan district about New York City, and four ail-ft north- 
west of Newark, a oitv of 350,000 people, and the l*r*eet in the 
State of New Jersey. 

The town is one of a ler*. numoer of suouroan oomnuniti** 
about New Yor*. some of which hue had an Independent community 
existence before the growth of the city and th- extension of 
railroad comnunication brou ht them into touch with it. and otn-re 
of which have been built up directly as r-oidenco j.laces for 
citv people who have wished to live in the country, vet n«ar enou.-i 
to their place of L-usinesa so that they could go bacK and firth mm 
everv day. The town in question is of the former sp-ci-s. and 
efforts will be made in this paper to trace some of the social 
chances which have taken place as a result of the interaction 
oetween the settled, steady life of an old villa*. . and the new 
demands, interests and broader points of view represented oy the 
new-coaers fros the city, with the consequent alteration in politi- 
cal life, business and industrial life, culture ana ideal, and soefr- 
ial life and amusements. After discussing the broad outlines of 
th. social process, and narrating the history of th» town, ooth 
bafore and aftor the development of communications with ths metrop- 
olisr^analy-in* the diatriiution of the population, this leit- 
motiv of the strupcle and th. interaction o.twsen the old and th. 
new will do developed in a discussion of th- effects of this 
struggle upon the social life of the community. Sine. th. com- 
munity is so large in population, and i* so closely interwoven 
and interrelated witn neighborin' communities in the county, an 
intensive stud, has been impoHsiple. We have been able only to 
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“ ulM MMrtl prioima ui akuMii i«4 trait af lar^a 

croups sad aluaaa, ralitad altkar institutionally ar bfi a»M> 
unity of Utaraata end idvutMai Siiaa up to thlrtaaa yaara mo. 
th. town hod atnli o *illut* fora of g***rnn*nt, thoto of a foe 
■i^nifieant ototlotioa ot hoad to orowldo oooufoto oonoluf ions. #p 
Th* Stoto Coatus also it unoooountobly leaning 1# tnpertont /#•**, 
oad o on to in* oonparatiwoly m*agr* tabulation*, aiaapt la th* lotof 
rooro. V* how* booa oblicod tharofer* to d*p*nd on th* hlotoflool 
■ottor a*ntion*d in th* li*t of *ouro*s, and for aoot of our 
t>*ychologieal analyst* and classification* upon personal obasrwa- 
tion and inquiry. 


1* soon a* th* town g*t* within th* 'nncaotlo fi*ld', oo to 
•p*ok, of th* oity, th* *up*rior opportuniti** of th* latter operate 
to draw to it th* most aabitiou* and o**r*a*lw* nottw* p*r.onolitiOJ 
Son*, of eour**. n*r*ly altering th*ir plao* of bu*in*a* fro* th* 
local connunity to th* n*tropoli*. ar* *nabl*d to raaaln at hon* «i. 
o*co** a »*rt of 'natiw* auhurbonlt* • . But th* great **, ority of 
th* younger a*n tend to pa** to th* city and. if they do not roaala 
th*r*. at least do not return to th*ir oirthplao*. Thu* th* town 
loa** that *l*n*nt. which, if th* town w*r* outaid* th* aetropolit- 
an region, would tend to remain at hon* and k*sp up th* tradition* 
and institution* unimpaired. As a raault. local business i. Uf t 
to th. I... aabitlou* or th* 1*.. fortun.t*. and. if thi. procaa. 
w*r* not eount*rbalano*d, th* town weuld tend slowly to deoay. as p 
nany do. through lack of efficient natiwa leadership and th* g*n*ri 
mediocrity of th* population. This ia what to happen in 

the. oommuniti*. which ar. n.ar .nougl^o a n.tropoli. to b. within 
it. -agnatic fi.ld of .ttraotion. and y.t too far away or too bad- 
ly situatad to *x*rt their own attraction upon th* m.tropolia. 

For th* suburban town ha., of cour.a, it. own magn.tia*. Th. drain 



of ita Ditlvia to tho elty la, to a aora of laaa dsgfea, oountaf- 
balanced by tho Influx of elty people. Thla 'ooBmutinc' ooou- 
latlon, no it la oallad fron tho fora of vailfoad tiokel told 
eltlna dally rldoa at a roduood rata, hao croon tor? raoldly 
in tho laat thirty or forty yoara, and ita offoat on tho toono 
ohoro it haa ooao haa boon momantoue. Tho nlaooo of tho netlfea 
oho hxTo «on* out to auoaood in othor fioldo and onfironnonto hao 
boon taxon by etrangere, oho, ohilo conorally entering vigorous 
ly hnto tha lifa of tha toon, bring nao standards, a lac* of trad- 
itiono, and a DUiineaa-lirte apirit which in tiao tanda to doatfey 
tha charactariatic quality of tha old plaoo, in a aonao, to de- 
personalize and de-eonmunalize it, and fill it with a drifting 
population whioh uaaa it not aa a horaa but aa an aoiding plaoo, «• 
Bora or laaa tamporary, and, mora slgnif icantly, a plaoo ohoao ww4 
aocial Ufa, auoh aa it ia, ia aloaya to ba taatad with refer- 
ence to tho at andarda of tha oity ohanoa thay hawa ooao. Tho 
1 cocmutar ' aay ba oallad an aggravated type of tha aodarn nomad- 
ic Aaarican. Passing lightly from suburb to suburb, sinxing no 
roota, and mowing his houaahold goda without compunction or ragrat - 
with hia interests and lifa actually cantrad alwaya in tha aetro- 
polia.-ha ia porhapa tha chiof factor in prowanting tha growth 
of aocial inatitutiona and of a healthy communal spirit. tha ohiaf 
factor in tha sterilization of social lifa whoaa process wa anal 1 
hops to tracs, Cr porhapa it would bo trusr to say that ha ia 
a symptom. At any rata, he ia tho agent of tha oitw in its 
sarch. Aa it cum an aver wider and wider swath, ita vortex 
becomes so powerful as to suok in tha hardiest towns and strip tfc* 
than of their individuality and ancient flavor. The otty swamps 
ita neighbors, and turns then into mare aggregations of expression- 
less atraats, lined with box-like houses or shanties of atoros. 
and degrades thair pleasant meadows into 'dswelopmant projects' 
and 'park sites' . Tha town beoomes simply a auouruan annex. 


* h 1 fc#D i iv< -p 1 aoa for ' coamuters'. The populations ora so transient 
that the towns oaao nlnost to ba rabuilt aaary taantr years. 

This I say is ths tandanojr. Thara la greet difference of course 
in ths Power of tfths to attract ths 'aomsutef'i situation, raou- 
tation, stc. Slnea most of thoaa parsons of tha class that as 
ara considering ara comparatively wall to da, and ara attfsotad 
fron ths olty by ths apparsntly suosrlor advantages ths town offs# 
to thsir ohiidrsn, it ia^snsral sooial to** shioh is ths ohisf 
i actor in attraction. Thoss who ars socially ambitious look 
for a community with a brilliant aoelstyj ths aors humble fan 
iliss dssirs churoh and sohool faoilitlss. 

cut ths suburban town attracts also a very difforont class, 
one whoss sooial into oats ars. in a ssnss, oppessd to thoss of 
ths 'comautsr'olass asntionsd abows. This 'commuter' class is 
compossd almost sntirsly of ousinsss and profsssional persons. 

Ths slsmsnt ws now consider is ths industrial, ths factory- end 
workers. To a company looking about for a sits on which to 
locate its industrial plant, ths muourb&n town offers a unlmi eo»- 
oination of favorable conditions. The nearby city has at hand a 
lar^e, and relatively cheap - since oomposed so largely of new- 
ly arrivsd aliens - wtzw labor force. It provides an iaeoaparmbft 
maricst and distributing o.ntrs, whils th. town itself, be in* with- 
in th. metropolitan district, is likely to have varied and excel- 
lent transportation facilities. The euourban town thus tends. 

(except when definite measures, as they sonetimes are, are tax.n 
to exclude industrial plants.') to attract factorise and a factory 
population, with almost the strength of attraction which it exer- 
cise. towrads the 1 commuter 1 class. These two magnetisms. how- 
ever. conflict. The presence of a lar*. industrial element in a 
town maces it unattractive to well-to-do families f ron oity§ 
and those communities which have a certain pride in their wealth 
and exclusiveness tax. pain, xo exclude from their oorder. any 



thin* that ■aver* of the factory element, But ia May »f the 
older towns, as la tha sat vs avs considering, th# tvs *»•«•#««• 
haws sobs sa alasat laasrosatioly aids by *id#« A lavra fsetofr 
olass aad a larva 'aeaautsr' olasa haws bath ■•##■• vail •stsoii sh- 
od la th* tova bsfar th* fast haa nssa raell/.ed* rasa that ara 
so sstabllshsd, th# aay with equal juatls# o# known aad ad- 
vertised as a "larva manufacturing tova", or "a #h#l«a residva- 
tlal community", Ths oity fathers who haws tha o#as#fvatlaa 
of ths local prestige at hsart ar# tora bstwssa th# d#olr# fa# 
ths growth la population sad wealth vhilh th# Industrial element 
will giws them, and th* soolal glamor and exeluelveaemm vhloh a V# 
olty aristoforaoy will shod owsr them. They do not know soother 
to offer free sites for manufacturing purposes, or to one our ago afc 
th* prono^tors of "residential parks". Often, so in the present 
instanoe, they attempt to ao both, out th* tendency is, as the 
industrial element inoreaaes, to s*o<s process of social selection 
take plaoe. wherecy th* socially ambitious aad th* cultured are 
slowly squeezed out, and th* community become* on* of factery- 
vor<cera, and lower middle-olasa business people of small incomes 
and ambitions. 

All these processes hew* been going on and ar* still going oa 
in the town w* are considering. Partly beoaus* of its relatively 
unfavoraol* situation, and partly beoaua* of a vary teaaelous 
Puritan aad religious quality of its original stock* it has seen 
itself outstripped in eooial elegano* oy its neighbors oa the 
west. On the other hand, th* continuance of th* olo families in 
tha town, centred in th* old enureh and th* green, aad forming a 
sort of traditional 'ruling olaaa', has allowed it to retain, until 
recently, a certain social tone of its own. whioh .as proved attr* - 
tiv* enough to well-to-do families to form a small nucleus, and 
to fill th* ranks of the dwindling native arletooreoy. The latter 
■how* a very marked enthusiasm in assimilating th* eligible; it 
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thing that uvort of th* factory element, But In ssny of tho 
older towns, to la tho ooo to o»o ooneidet in*, tho too otooooooo 
hoy# kobo ob alaoot lapofosptlbly oldo by elds* A lo«f# factory 
elooo and o largo 'oonmutor' olooo hovo both boooao ooll estaoHeh- 
od la tho town bofor tho foot hoo booa realized, *hoh thoy ofo 
oo eatabllahed, tho aoy with oquol juotloo oo known and ad- 
yortlaod ao a "largo manufacturing to*n" , or "o oholoo fooidon- 
tlol oonounlty", Tho olty fathora vho haro tho ooneefwatlM 
of tho loool proatlgo at hoort aro torn botvooa tho doolro for 
tho growth In Dopulatlon and wealth ohAAh tho laduo trial oloaont 
will giro than, and tho aoolol glamor and oeelualveaeso whioh a o£ 
oity ariatoforaey will ohod ovor thorn. Thoy do not Know ohothof 
to offor froo aitoo for manufacturing purposes, or to oaoourago Mr 
tho pronojptors of "roaldontial parka". Often, ao la tho preaoat 
instance, thoy attempt to do both, but tho tendency la, ao tho 
industrial oloaont increases, to seat process of soolal solvation 
take place, whereoy tho socially ambitious and tho cultured aro 
slowly squeezed out, and the community beooaes one of factory' 
workers, and lower middle-olass oueiness people of saall ineoaes 
and ambitions. 

411 those processes have been going on and are still going on 
in tho town we aro considering. Partly because of its relatively 
unfavoraole situation, and partly because of a very tenacious 
Puritan ana religious quality of lta original stock, lx. has soon 
itself outstripped in soolal eleganoe by its neighbors on the 
west. On the other hand, tho oontinuanoe of the old families in 
the to»n, centrod in the old enuroh and the green, and foraing a 
sort of traditional 'ruling class', has allowed it to retain, until 
recently, a certain soolal tone of lta own, whloh .am proved attrac - 
tive enough to well-to-do families to form a saall nuolaua. and 
to fill tho ranks of tha dwindling natlva aristocracy. Tha latter 
shows a wary marked enthusiasm in assimilating the eligible; it 
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t. to it. 0.0 at.hd.ra. , 

of ooaoooui .liability th. pl „„ 1# ih , Mh 

° °° *^*’* ln t0 *° “4 oooiaty, on a oho.a on al.oaf 

o.r trnoiti "l t0 tr * ln th *° t0 b * h * lr " “ d «f tt.ir 

o.n traditional or.atir. , h .„ ^ th.«..l,.. , h . u 

But thi. f i, ...ry on ...imilation, not . .lotory of th. 

** old ‘ 11 ** oopoololly notioaabl. on tha ooeoalon of 
patriotic oolobrotiono and anni.ar.ari... .ban th... n«-..n.,. 

tana uncon.olou.1, to foil into th. nbr...olo«, of th. n.tl..., 
nod >9Ma of th. troditiona and anoa.tor. oa if thay .ara th.ir 

o. n. Thl. n.ti,. ori.tocrooy. .ith it. ...imilation., .paa*. 
r.pr.tfuliy of th. Old tin... »h.n '.v.rybody on.. ...rybody 
•1..'- Th. f or.irn.ra hov. apoil.d th. to.n, thay any, it i. not 
•hot it u..d to oa. With th. influx of • oonmut.ro' in r.o.nt 
yaora. tkot* and th. political oriaa,. .hioh .. .ill di.ou.a lat.r 
on. it. pra.tira. of couraa. ha. tond.d to dininl.h. Tat, .till 
tnrourh th. ohurcnaa. it ...rciaa, «ucl influ.no. on aooial mo,. - 

p. nt. ano iaaala, if not on politic, ita.lf. 

-..id., tni. ol..a, .. can di.tinruiah a fairly d.finit. mid- 
dl. claaa. .boa. aacl«, li.a in th. local trad.an.n of th. tin. 

Oh th. fir.t influx of cosnut.r. aft.r th. railroad, to !;.» York 
..r. opanad. Th. tr.n.ndou. boon of th. to.n to th. W..t .ith it. 
aup.rior location, a. .. .hall .... op.r.t.d a. a kind of aiftlnr 
proe.il, Th. ..nitty and pronraa.i.. B a...a through th. tow, to 
th. ...t; our ten oiec.fi out th. .mall.r oourR.iot*.. th. nor. 
narro.ly r.lioiou. typ.. th. ...11 n.rohant or clork. Ann thi. 
proc... of a if tin. ha. ron. on .inc Th. a..i. nation, 

aiaou.a.d in th. pr.o.dinr Paragraph ha,. b..n nor. or i... happy 

accid.pt., it i. thi. .idol. ola.. that ha. oontinu.d to attract 
froa th. olt, .ith at..dy narn.tl.. aooi.lly aynp.th.tio indi- 
.idu.l. and faaili.a. Thi. a.*,. g .tl.. ..Lotion i. ..«..i. U , 
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notlooabl. i« connection with thl. oliu, f« f .nth DlflMI Mi 
not driven to the town by soononio pressure, aa ia (b« aaaa with 
at laaat a part of tha factory class, aar ara thay ittfutid by 
aaathatle considerations or tha apportualty of iofiuanoa aajfaaa I 
of thoaa aaalnllatlaaafto tha ruling class' of onion wo odo40« 

Th«y rath.r oeaa to tho town baoauaa hara ia a large alaaa of 
raapaotaola, religious peoplo, of tha aort that thay fiat 
to esooolato with, and baoauaa tha aharehaa of tha ovongollooi |«| 
tTD« will givo thorn oxaotly tha aooiaty which thay naad, 7 hlo 
olaa. i. largely raoruitad, it will oa found, fra. p.r.ona who 
hawa ooa. to Naw York fro. a.allar town, and rural dlatriat., and 
findinc tha aophiatioation and congestion of tha oity uncongenial, 
aaak an ataoaphara more nearly like, in aoirltual tone, what thay 
haw. been u.ad to at ho... Th . loo . 1 trad.a.an, with tha 

coming in of foreigner., have of late year, rather tended, fro. 
the point of wiew of aooial oligi.ility, to fall below thl. 
aiaale-claaa, or rather perhaoa to oocuoy a aort of privileged 
po.ition in politics and all aocial moweaents where tneir finan- 
cial co-operation i. indispenaaol.,- a po.ition of honor without 
intinacy^or aaai.ilation into any social class. 

:ns faotory olaas in the suburban town, as in the large city, 
ia of little i.portanoe politically or socially. It. status is ’ 
ewen lower in a town such a. th. on. we are considering, where a 
native aristocracy struggle, to keep up th. ton. of the olaoe. 

An .thios of aocial ostracis. and an undue ddpr.oiation of factory 
labor arises, which prevent, th. co-operation of class.. ia social 
.ovesents. In this town, for instance. , h .r. the faotory labor i. 
w.ry largely highly s-ciUed and intelligent, a great loss of .ocihl 
power seeas to result fro. the sharp olass differences. 

Speaking strictly, these ol... difference. .*i. t only b.t- 
leaders, and only apn.., 1b crises. Y. t they otand for such 




d.f ini t. p.y.holo.io.i ... 0 1,„, „ W | Mh , md 

lBi “ « ■“» u< ldt.mr.t .. 

«.Ul Dh«„.„ .th.,,1,. h.rd to und.r.tMd, tnit „„ „„ 

.... „ j:r 

*»d th... .1..... „ d „ 1Bit> t UM 

by ■•*»„«,. ta tt . 

b.t.... our .u.u,h.n t0 „ th< m , Utptll§ u> , (> U( a#tl 

«.d In r..ding tn. ...i.l ...... , t 1 ..., M#Uy lB t- „ „ 

tn*8« olaea-oonoepta. 

Aft.r «»lwin* th. k.ogr.phlo.l .itu.tion .f to»a, „„ 

It. d.„ti. oo.po. lti . B , thi. pro.... .ill P. 

' “ d *"• f*°f *bioh th. 

above haa au* K .ated, .ill D . dieousaed. 

Si tuation ; - 

di.t«‘t“r.7r ins "* D B * rt of “• ■- J*»” — 

o .triot .ith N.. York City .nd B.y. Blo..fi.l d i. .„,. d iB 

r ° ra7 ° n ' lt * n,lRh °o”' a l” Bldg, ud kontcl.ir i. r.d ud 
r " P ' CtlT * lj - ** *»“ >■ — • to. t... touch.. aot 

th. t.o o„tr.. or. four oil „ BPBTt . It 

to noth K..Y„k n»d *...rk, - fro. ... p 0lBt of Tl „ „ 

ot oomaut.r. .or. .. to th. for..r,- hut, .1... th. 

“ d *“• **“•■ >• th. t... op.r.t.. ., ,„„u 

“* ».. York id.utio.ll, .o .. th. . 

in. .r. o one. mod. .„ d . 1 .. ... ... u ^ 

H. .. .mi, ..th oiti.., uni... oth.r. 1 *. indlo.t.d, r., 
m .u indu.tri.l „d .. . hu.dn... „d ur,f.,.touhl **' 

o.ntra, i. llttl. .or. than , n ..t.n.i an of y ork . 

Yro. th. top of th. Orange Mountain,. lo. , ldK . „ * 
running dir.otly north .nd ..uth, th. .ntir. ..unty l..kT” . .. 
...t to..; .. th. original .in.... k „. B „. Bd ^ ^ * 




9 

Into on* another to that it ia practically i.oa.aible to tali 
what# on# latte. off tad anoth at be<ina, Tula phyeieal .er*W 
haa raaultad la a aooial margin#, ao that district. a a«r tha 
uordora of th# town. at# in .any oaaaa *ooiole«ieally a oatt of 
th# neighboring loan, though MlitiiiU/ a oatt of that* own. 

Th# county i» lntoraaatad with a natwof of tfollay Ua.e, tad at 
laast a third of tha working paoola of tha town* iiv* thaif 
hoaaa in oommunitia. othar than ahara thay wot<, and travel to aad 
fro every day. Thia intarpanatration ia a facto# ia vitiating 
communal Ufa, whila not making for any la# go# county iatafaata a* 
and aooial advantage, 

Nawark is aituatod on a low flat along tha Paaaalo Rive# and 
Newark Bay, and from thara tha land risen gradually up to tho »m, B . 
tain, aoout 600 foot in hoight. Montclair lion on ito slop#, 

Gian Ridge on ita foothill., 31oo.fi.ld on a olat.au of elevation 
about 150 foot, whila Nutley and faallaaill# lie partly on tna 
t.au and partly on a stoop d.clivity whioh d.soonde to th. river. 
Two .mall str.aoa, th* S.oond and th. Thin Rivor. flow into tha 
Paaaaio bora, and it waa along than on thia declivity that tho Hh 
fir.t manufacturing of th. r.gion .prang up. Acroa. tho rivar. 
th. land ri... sharply to a low ridgo, and th.n fall. ..-.i* to 
th. ..It msadowa. .bout fir. mil., *id., now croa.od oy soror.l 
road, and railroad., Thsn oom.s th. .uth.rn and of th. Paliaad... 
and ootwo.n tn.m and th. Hudson, J.r.oy City and Hoooton. tho Now 
:or< t.r.ini for thi. auuuroan di.trict. To th. south of 31ooa- 
fiald li. Oranga aad tf.at Oxang.. th. fir.t largoly .anuf.c taring, 
th. ..cond r.aid.ntial, both old villa*.. in whioh pM# , M #f 
•uburoani^ing augga.tad aoov. ha. go». much furth.r and o..n .uoh 
more thorough th.n at Bl.ofi.ld. To th. north li.. a rural r.Hun 
Fat. r. on and P....ic, though largo citi... coin* unoonn.ct.a 
with th. town, .ithor by at.am or ol.ctrio road. 
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The town is connected with Howa»k end Mew Yotk br two 
railroads, with Nowirk, Montclair and 0fAh*o br olootfie foods. 

Ths offset has been to iaolot* it in o aanoo from the tewno on 
tha north and oast, ao that, although it io within oows* allow 
of Paterson, ona of tha largest aitiaa in tha Btato, ooaaunloatlon 
and interaction with lta Ufa oan oa aaid to bo pfietleAlly nil* 
This faotor of oonaunioatlon haa aaant tha dirioioa of tha town 
into two communities. Tha northern part of a*f ivultufsl oaatlon 
doaa keep Dora or laaa in touoh with ito noftharn neighbors, 
and finda a market for lta Dfoduoa thafa, although tha Nowafb 
aar cat haa grown nuoh in tha laat twenty years. rfut tha aouthafn 
half of tha town, ahown on tha naxt nap, ia tha faal euuufcaa swh 
sunity which wa ara studying. It oontalna at laaat 9§S of tha 
total population of tha town, wharaaa tha northarn half io sternly 
a rural village, mostly of truok forma, witn t o ir.al u - # 

a achoolhouaa and a post-effioe indaad, but elmost without sign if#- 
ioanea in tha community lifa of tha town. 

This faotor of oommunioation and aituatlon has also oasn 
potant in determining the social tone of our coaaunlty, that is 
in determining which of its neighbors should influanea lta am- 
bitions and stimulats its rivalry, is has bean suggestea aoova, 
Thesa four communities - Montclair, Glen Ridge, Blooaflsld ana 
Belleville, compressed into a region of aoout five ailes. between 
the mountain and the river, are graded geographically in what 
amounts to 'terraoes'. Now these terraoes are not only geograpal- 
oal out soolal. Belleville on the river early oecaae a manu- 
facturing village beoause of the water-power at hand and the e^oai 
lent river highway for transoartatlon; it attracted in its early 
years a strong factory population, and has oscoae as dingy a manu- 
facturing town as one could wish, in spite of its beautiful name, 
hontolalr, on the other hand, oeoauae of its relatively high alti- 
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tud« t attraotad a fllm of profloofttj* buainwi* and of of •••ional 
families from the oitjN and became in a whort tlaa a /aaidantial 
tovn of tha moot progressive and attraotive ahefsclef. *lonn ■ 
field, neutrally situated, would iand naturally to faaot to that ft 
on* of lta nai^hboro with whioh ita ootinunioationa were east. 

Vfa oan hardly doubt that if lta eommunioatlofie had baan with Bell# 
▼ ilia and Pataraon, for instance, it would early have oaoosa 
a raaldanoa plaoa for tha overflow of mill-workers - and tna 
canufaoturaa of thaaa two plaoaa a fa decidedly laaa a Iliad in 
character than tha Bloomfield manufactures - and tha wnola aooial 
alignment of our town bats different. Ae it is, it ha a tandad in 
ounioipal matters and aooial life to emulate r.' onto 1 sir rather than 
Belleville. It haa had to be content with a laaa brilliant oiase 
of naw-oomera than Montclair, in *»uet aoout tha ratio of tna 
f avoraoility of thair situation*, out In aohool, firs, police 
matters, etc., it haa patterned itaelf rather oloeely after that 
town. An interesting example of this magnetic power of Montclair 
la shown oy the attitude of the Borough of Gian Fid:#, ehioh at on 
one time was a Dart of Bloomfield. After its seoassion, it 
turned its face resolutely away from tha east. cegan to foal its 
Kinship with tha larger town on the west and is said to oa oovert- 
ly seeking annexation. The influence of the Oranges upon tne town 
has bean lass strong, except the extreme souther., part, w. lch al- 
ready identifies itself more with those towns than with lta own. 
This lesser influence oan be partly accounted for oy the faot that 
until 1690 there *as no aouu&unioatlon with the towns to tne south, 
and then, ana ever since, only oy a single-traox eleotric road; 
whereas the town is conneotea with Newark and Lontclair oy a 
speedy douola-trac< road, running frequent cars night and day. 
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Ptaotlo Cannaaiilan.- 

Th* following tab la urooonta th§ oblation of Bloonfiwld, 
with that of Montolair,. (part of Bleoafiold until i860), and 
Ballowllla, (part of Bloaaflald until 1039). I- 1020-1910# 


Yoar. 

Bloonf laid. 

Montolair, 

Ballavllla* 

1820 

3085 


- r - - 

1830 

4309 

~ 


1840 

2528 


2466 

1850 

3385 



3514 

1855 

3296 



I860 

4790 



1865 

6408 



1870 

4580 

2853 

3644 

1875 

5425 

4034 


1880 

5748 

5147 


1885 

6502 

6327 


1890 

7708 

8656 

3487 

1695 

8093 

11753 


1900 

9668 

13962 


1905 

11666 

16370 

7632 

1910 

15070 

21550 

9891 

This taola 

indicatea tha 

ralatiwa rata of growth of tho throw 

oommunitiaa 

, and confirms 

what waa aaid auovs concerning thair 

ralativa attractivanasa aa auourban towns. 

Jallavills, which 


1040, baforo tha oa-*innin* of rail oon-iunieation with Now York, 
had about tha Sana population aa Bloonfiald, now haa only a littla 
aora than thraa-f iftha ; whila Montolair. with laaa than two- 
thirda tha population of Bloonfiald in 1870$(tha b aglning of 
Montolair 'o boon), orapt ahaad, until in 1890 it aurpaaaad tha 
parant town, and nof haa owar forty oar cant more paopla. 


d 


1h» next table gives tha figures far Color, Nativity, and 
For.i.:n nationalities, aa far aa they oan ba procured far Blaoa- 
flald, 1065-1910.!- 


Aneriean Bora. 
Aaerioaa barn. 

Native vhita- native 
parentage. 

Native white-foreign 
or nixed parentage. 
Foreign-born white. 
Negro. 


Foreign- oorn white: (niaoellaneoua ) 429 
Born in - 
Austria 
England 

Germany 580 

Ireland 463 

Italy 

Russia 

Scotland 

Sweden. 

Native white: Doth 
parents born in- 
England 
Geraany 
Ireland 
Italy 

itusale 

Sweden 


1^65 107 5 1005 1900 1 906 191.0 

3975 3060 4970 7401 6904 


3645 


5973 

3231 


5241 

2267 

2664 

3359 

329 

456 

490 


882" 

267 


« 

119 


471 

519 


686 

747 


397 

435 


248 

304 



£36 



122 



188 


(miscellaneous} 760 
364 
1052 
695 
239 


u 

kTh * figures for "Amorloan bora" art ta**n from the state '.'ensue i 
th# fadaral Coaaua elaaalfiaa into "Nstlve white- aitit* narea 
***•"• and "Native white- foreign or nixed parent***" / , 

Theee figures lndleate that the percentage of foreign corn 
In the town haa not aaterlally lnoreaned In the last fifty yoto, 
the percentages being aa followei- 
LSfiS *§Z5 1 865 1 900 1 905 1 91 Q 

16.81 25.81 21.11 23.4* 23.0* 22.3*. 


The percentage of th# population, foreign-corn or of foreign 
parentage, is whioh cornea from the eountriee of north-western 
Europe is relatively large,- 59.3*. for a town eo near New Tork, 


and indicate* what waa suggested before, that th* industries of tm 

Jnclud.d in th. tncl. ir..„.ith th. LKStRI’of ItilJ »d 

countries of northweat Europe. 


“ 01 ° instructive conciuaiona can oe drawn in this natter of 
foreign population fron a conparison of Blooafieid with -ontelair 
and Glen Ridge, as well as with a town in the northern part of th* 
State (Phillipaourgj outside of the n-tropolitan district, and a 
town in the southern part of the State Millville i. both towns of 
scout tho sane size and character aa Bloomfield. 


SRi;j*.hit.- 

native par. 

Native white- 

for. or nixed par. 
For. oorn whit*. 
Negro. 

English 

Irish 

German 

Italian 

Others 


-loomf d. 


39.6? 

34.81 

22.3* 

3.2* 

4.0* 

3.4* 

5 . 9 ? 

2 . 1 * 

7.5* 


Mtclai r. G. Ridge . 

41 .7* 

22.91 
23.81 
1 1 .5? 

2.5? 2.4* 

6.6* 6.3? 

1.81 0.8* 

5.0* 1.6* 

7.5* 0 . 4 * 



Fhilo 

64.4* 

21 .3* 
13.8? 
O.t? 
1 . 2 * 
3.3* 
2 . 2 * 
2 . 1 * 
4.0* 


Millville . 

81 .9* 

1 1 .3* 

5.8* 

0.9* 

1 . 1 * 

0.9* 

1.5* 

0.5* 

2 . 0 * 


^The figures for 

Census of 19.0; 


the first four classes ar 
the others fron the State 


.muS 


Ths moat striking faat ia in thaaa taolea i«» of aouxaa# the $ 
vary muoh lower percentage of native* POtri(ift tha wuoufuen toanai 
aa compared with towna outaida of tha metropolitan dietfioi. 

Whara Blooafiald givee 74.4* and Montclair 64.3*. Phillipabufg 
gives 85.7* and Millville, tha furthest removed frea Maw T ofk, 
flt 9J.2*, of native whita, including both native and f oreign 
parentage. It would ba unaafa perhaps to aay that tha number of 
foreign born in a town varies in inverse ratio to ita diatanoa 9*9 
from a metropolis, nut tha tandanoy to huddla near .'Jaw tor*, ia ev~ 
idant in thaaa figuraa. It oannot ba aooountad for on tha 
ground of the prasance of manufaoturaa. for Millville and ita 
neighbor Bridgeton, have almost as many manufacturing aataoliah 
ments aa Bloomfield. It auajt f >0 explained rather in terse of eoefr- 
ial inertia. 

Tha ouch higher percentage of Iriah and «e grows in Montclair 

ae compared with Bloomfield . . . . _ « 

and Glen Ridge. suggest at once a wider utilization of domestic 

servants in these more aristocratic places, blooafiald. vitn a 
less wealthy and socially ambitious poulation, has less use for 
domestic servants, as fa shall see in owr next taole. The high f>+- 
percentage of Italians ir. Montclair can be partly explained oy 
the existence of a segregated colony which acted as a nucleus to 
attract others; this oolony had also a rather strong oomnunal spir- 
it and soec.s to be muoh given to festivities and patriotic sis 
oelebrations. 
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Th* BAD *0111X04 "Meoaf ieldi 1 91 3" sheet the later section 
of th* Iowa, containing almost exactly half of 11* 3469 aofae, 
and al laaal 96* of lha population. Nla# of th* tan alaallon di* 
Iriola ax a ladloaladt aarkad la blua lines, tha tanth fa presenting 
tha aorlhara half of tha Iowa - tha rural dlairlol - ladloalad al 
th* top of th* Bap by. (2i3), with Ita two aaall onurchee and 
th*lr size. On th* aap ar* ladloalad tha prlnoloal str**t*. i in 
r*d); th* atr**t railway*. (In oroaaad rad lisas); tha raliroada; la 
crossed gr**n lines); th* streams (in yellow,; th* churches (07 
a oroa* with th* number of oonaunloanta added >} the factories, 
employing mor* than 25 employees, . (bya circle, with the number of 
•nploya** added); th* aehoola (by a rectangle); the railroad ato- 
tlona by a triangle); while th* nusbers, aa (3*3) indicate (Third^ 
Ward, ^Thira) District. The brown olroles represent centres of 
ousiness, with stores, eto. 

In order to find out th* relative prooortions of th* 'ooa- 
nuting ' population, th* Registry lists for th* election of 1912, 
(on* district missing), w*r* tabulated according to districts, 
with th* following results:- (Th* figures indicate th* oereent- 
ag*s of th* votera engaged in business or other oooupation in 
•aoh distriot, engaged - (1) New Yorx City, (th* real ’commuter',; 
(2) Newark;. (3) at home in Bloomfield; (4) in some other town, 
exclusive of Newark, in th* county. ) 


The bad entitled "Bloomfield I 1 9l 3" shows the lower section 
of tho town, containing Almost esaetly half of it* 3469 acres, 
and At ltABt 96% of tho population# Mine of tho too olootior dis 
triota art indicated, named la blue liaoa# tho toath representing 
tho northern half of tho town - tho rural district - iadioatod at 
tho top of tho nap by. (2i3), with it* too osall obufehww sad 
their size. On tho nap aro indioatod tho priaoioal streets, t in 
rod)} tho atroot railoaya (in oroasod rod liaoa ); tho reilroad#( in 
crossed green linos)} tho stroaas kin yellow/} tho oburohoa (07 
a oroas with tho number of oomaunieanta added;} toe factories, 
employing more than 25 employees, . (bya circle, with th- aua'oer of 
employees added)] the sohools (by a rootanglo); the railroad sta 
tiono by a triangle); while the nuabers, as (3)3) iadieat# "hird^ 
Ward v (Thiri) District. The brown oiroles represent oeatres of 
business, with stores, eto. 

In order to find out the relative proportions of the 'com- 
muting' population, the Registry lists for the eleotion of 1912# 

. kone district missing), were tabulated according to dlstriots# 
with the following results:- (The figures indicate the percent- 
ages of the voters engaged in business or other oocuoation la 
each district, engaged - .(1) New Tor* City, ithe real 'commuter' , j 
(2) Newark;. (3) at home in Bloomfield; (4) in some other town, 
exclusive of Newark, in the county.) 


Ward-plairlst . Occupation In M. T. Mytf k. Dlfd. County , 
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340... 

• B e UiSDB 

40.0% 



11.6% 

3§«6% 

9.8% 

1 1 3 

378... 

30.4% 

20.1% 

39.4% 

10.1% 

2i 1 

......271... 

44.6% 

10.3% 

36.8% 

9.3% 

2.2 

......282... 

13.2 

11.3% 

60.3% 

15.2% 

2*3 

122 ... 

6.6% 

6.7% 

67.2% 

20.5% 

3»1 

211... 

27.0% 

16.6% 

47.0% 

10.4% 

3 1 2 

100 ... 

20.6% 

11.3% 

46.6% 

22.5% 

3:3 

209 ... 

6.9% 

14.8% 

53.6% 

24.7% 

3:4 

271 ... 

13.7% 

17.7% 

49.4% 

19.2% 

Total for 

entire Town: 2405 

24.0% 

14.0% 

47.3% 

14.7% 

Total for typical 

Yard in Montclair 761 

49.7% 

3.8% 

ttaUtu 

42.2% 

4.3% 


Although this table is made on the baaia only of the reg- 
istered voters of the town, it gives, 1 thin*, a fair estimate 
of the distribution of population according to place of occu- 
pation* 52*7% of those employed, it is seen, give their place 
where they are engaged as out of Bloomfield; of these 24% go 
to New York. Practically all of these 'computers' are engaged in 
business, clerical or professional wor*. Those who go to New- 
ark are about equally divided between this sort of work and in- 
dustrial wort. Those engaged at home inolude the faotory work- 
era, looal tradesman and their help, gardeners, coachnen, etc. 
Those engaged elsewhere in the county are praotloally all in- 
dustrial workers. The other towns, as has been mentioned. 


provide their quota in return to Bloomfield, 

ty referring to tho nop, it will bo loan that tho districts 
having tho largest percentage of New Yoru 'commuters' afe thee# 
near the oentre of the town and the railroads,- it 2, It 2, and 
2il{.ci have every reason to believe that ill is elaesifled about 
like H2). These districts oontaln the business oentre, where 
the eleotrio lines orosa, tho prinoipal railroad stations of 
coth roads, the old green, bordered by old houses and orewned 
at the head by the old ohuroh. ( #778), with nost of the ether 
churches, and the largest of tho tofn's sohools. 1 i 2 with the 
eastern half of 2* 1 is a relatively new residential eeotlon, 
hnihtnpa large factor in building ud which was the location of a 
new railroad station in the neighborhood early in the nineties# 

The districts with the smallest percentages of 'commuters' are 
vU 2:2, which is a distriat containing four large factories, with 
two working-class districts, one of which, a Polish colon*, of a 
number of years' standing,!* relatively prosperous. Practically 
all of the Polish people work in the mills. They have their own 
church. (#100), and a large public school provides educational op- 
oortunitiss for their children. .(2), 2:3, the agricultural dist 
rict of which only a small part is shown on the map; this dist- 
rict, without direct communication to New York,has naturally only 
a very small numoer of oommuters. (3), districts3??J Sa^hioh m* 
most of the factories of the town are located, are mostly ocou- 
pisd with worming- class houses, the streets and houses neat and 
self-respeoting. This region has a business oentre of its own^ 
shown near the bottom edge of the map. -near the railroad etation- 
and a church. The extension of the branch railroad through the <** 
dietrict was a large factor in its industrial development; it will 
be observed that the two largest factories in town are situated 
mt the junction of thi. branch with the D.L#g W.R.R., .her. tran. 



portatlon facilities in double. 

Conversely, these districts have the highest percentage df 
looal workers, mostly factory workers aad labor era. 

In tha pareantagaa of thoaa vhoaa occupation la ia l/ewa# 
it ia interesting to observe that tha highest figures* bath la oaf 
cantata and aoeolutely, lia in tha diatrlota 111 and 3i4, situated 
in tha aouthaaat oornar of tha town contiguous to Mewarit and 
travsrsed by tha alaotrio llna to that plaoa. Thia fact suggest* 
th« icportanoa of tha llnaa of oomaunloation in determlaiag aooial 
groupings even over a linitad area, whara tha dlffaranoao in adraa 
taga seam relatively alight. 

A comparison of tha Bloomfield with tha Montclair paroaatagaa 
will indicate, aa has been suggested oaf ora, tha superiority 
of tha former community aa a 'commuting' town. Tha percentage 
with occupation in New Tore, while only a rough estimate, indicate 
a far higher number of Dan in tha more attractive suburb who go 
to tha city each day. Theresa a correspondingly small nuabar 
given for those with occupation in Newark; aa oomcarad with Bloom- 
field. Thia is partly due to tha fact that Montclair la fifteen 
minutes or more further from Newark by trolley than is Bloomfield; 
indeed it ta<ces practically as long to go from Montclair to Newar* 
by electric road as to Now York by steam. 

We noxt tame up tha dietrioution of poulation according ^to 
occuoationa. regardless of tho location of tha work. Tha figures 
[for Bloomfield) ara taken from tha State Census of 1905:- 


Prof esalons 412 

Commercial 961 

Skilled laborers. ... 1 966 
Unskilled laborers., 673 

Farmers 77 

*11 others 4886 
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™* olaa.lf loation la nada without dlatlnotlan af • a* ag«, 
and only of thoaa ptraona who can ba difinlt.ly elaa.iM.d. It 
will b. ...n that th. -all oth.i. au.t inaluda w.n.n who Ml 
nlatraaaaa of ho*... a. w.U a. young clam. and apprentice*. 
Taking no. ainply th... who aw. .la.aifi.d a. ih..i. and oo.putlng 
th. p.ro.ntag.. of thi. total for .aoh of th. ooout»itloa.l wiaaa 
if ioatlona giv.n. oonp.ring th... p.ro.nta*.. with th. tom. 
ooaparad auova, w. g.t th. following f&gur.si- 


j&fluaaUaa. 

fcua. 

Jttililx 

Prof ... Iona. 

9.6% 

8.9% 

Coco.rcial. 

22.7% 

27.0% 

Skilled lab. 

45.7% 

20.7% 

Unatcilled. 

20.2% 

40.0% 

Farm.ra. 

1 .5% 

0.3% 


daEidftt* 

Philbg. 

mixxi 

10.9* 

4.0* 

4.0* 

32.8% 

7.9* 

4.2% 

10.9% 

S0.0% 

09.0% 

45.4% 

38.0% 

30.0% 

0.0% 

0.2% 

2.8% 



Th. dlff.r.no.a b.tw.an th. auburban town, ana town. out- 
•id. th. ..tropolitan di.triot in th. matt.r of occupation. 
h.r. rath.r atriicingly brought out. Th. high p.ro.ntag.. of 
prof.a.ional and ooma.rcial p.opl. in Bloonfi.ld, Montclair and 
" RidS i: “ °° DD “* d with Philiip.Durg and Millwill.. ia du.. 
of cour.., A larg. number of n.raona with offic.a or buain.aa.a in 
N.w Toric or N.war*. Th. figur.a for th. iutaid. town., on th. 
oth.r hand, r.pr.a.nt n.r.l, th. local normal da. and., ih. diff.,- 
•nc. may b. .aid to r.pr.a.nt with fair accuracy th. artificial 
incr.aa. in th. aucuroan town, of th... occupational claa... of 
th. population. Th. high.r p.ro.ntag.. in Gl.n Fidg. .. oo.p.r.d 
with Bloomfield and Montclair ar. du. to th. fact that thi. i. a 
highly .xoluaiw. and al.o.t pur.l, r.aid.nti.l . Uourb wlth 

11 Bo ‘- 1 of „ d f „ ..LJ" 

81 «■«> „ d 

•• oo.par.d .ith th... n.i fi hb. riB(t 

urba i. indicated by th. ficur.a t ♦ - 

figur.a. It na. not .o high a proper- 



tlOB. it .ill b. ...„ hO..V„, „ , IUir , |ta|||||| Ukl 

with no 'ooanutifig ' nopulttion it ill, 

Th. UB.kUl .4 lauer praau.ahly ln.luda. do.a.tio a.rv.nt., 
and h.r. llan Ridg. a pra-a.lnanoa, aa da micht a.p.dt, it lndi 
oatad, aith hontolalr a oloaa a.oond, and Bloo.fl.ld M.h ld«*,. 

Dar.lop.ant of _Induatry and con .u nlp.M..,. 

Th. raglon no. kno.n a. Ea.a, Count, ha. ba.n ..ttl.d for 
n.arl, 250 ,.ara. a.lprant. having firat oo.a th.». in 1666 fro. 
th. Puritan aattl.a.nt. in Connaotlout. Th. riling, of Pn.rk 
•a. laid out on th. bur, of th. Pa.a.lo b, th... .turd, K .. 
Engl^d.ra, and th. ".oodland, upland and ...do." h.hlnd th. torn, 
•a. gr.du.il, tag an up during th. n.rt o.ntur, a. hoa.at.ad 
far... By ,700, th.r. ,.r. 60 houa.a in th. dl.triot .hioh l.t.r 
b.can. oloo.fi. Id Township, oooupylng tract, of 80-100 aor.o, 
no.tl, along th. atr...., Th. houa.a a.r. aoatt.r.d along th. 

o RoadVl... aap), and up into th. "L'orri. K.ighoorhood". 

‘ f.. ,.ar. l.t.r Dutch faaili.a oo.ing in fro. count, 

on th. north.. at ..ttl.d th. north.rn part of th. to.n.hip, that 
eoanunlty .hioh .. h.v. .oou.n of .. rural and .till out of oo. 
aunication r.l.tl,.ly .ith th. r.at of th. to.n. In both a.c- 
tion. .any of th. old houa.a .till r.n.in. and not a f.. f MU1 .. 
ar. living on th. ano.atr.X land., no. gro.n ...Ithy through th. 

dividing of th. far., into to.n bloog. and aita. for th. in.oa.r. 
xroic t b* cfty. 

Th. .lght..nth o.ntur, ... . p . rio d of .lo. gro.th, ol.aring 6 
of land «d plon.ar faraing. Th.r. ... . . B . u „. r ,. t ^ 

lo »-V,l. ,600 .till a to.n of only 0000 p.opl.,, but fort’ 
ao“ Part.-th. Ilf. of th. ...11 .o.tt.r.d rural ....unity 
•a. that of th. Puritan pion..r in N.. England. ..If - auff ioing 
at.rnly r.ligiou. .no UdividualUtlo. Th. ,a. m „ of 
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district sll sttsndsd the Newer* Churoh, until in 1796, • lugi 
church we. built in whet 1. now B4oo.fl.ld, end . fin. ....on 
leid out in front of it. CThs ohuroh i. indioet.d on the map by 
*778. end the common by th. green rsotangls). The ohuroh ■##*» to 
hev, been built with e rather rere epirit of oo-ooeretion end 
eeorifiee. end under .ul» pestors soon became e centre end nucleus 
of community life. The churoh wee given the name of the Bloom- 
field Church, efter a distinguished Jereey.en of the dey, end the 
name soon became applied to the entire district, including .11 
t " f> fl> ° pr,, * nt towns of Wontolair, Qlen Ridge, Bloomfisld, 
Belleville and Nutley. This region, comprising 13000 sores wes 
set off a. Bloomfield Township in 1812, and the political life ofi 
the community began. At this tin. the population of th. new town- 
ship was less than 3000. 


Communication with the outside world and industry within th. 
community now oegan to develop with increasing rapidity. Grist- 
mill. and sawmill, had oeen built along the streams, which were 
dammea to furnish water-power. A sawnill had been in existence in 
the "Norris Neighborhood" as early as 1702. How the develop- 
ment of communication began to stimulate further enterprise. 

In the turnpUe. »on th. map, marked "To Newark"), was opened 

running diagonallyacro.s the town, a quarter of a mil. .outh of 
the green. Around the Intersection of thie road with the "Old 
Hoad", as it was calltd, to N.w*rk,grsw up a little centre of 
stores, which soon came to be known as "Bloomfield Centre", and 
as it is to this day. The new turnpiks was an important factor in 
the dev.lopen.srt of th. district, for it opened up a large tr.ct o 
of territory dock of the mountain, end o.c.m. a much-trav.U.d 
highway for freight end produce. The centre became an important 
stage-post, and th. general store, there and at West Bloomfisld, 
now kontclair Centre, made their proprietor, proeperoue. The 
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d'atnd for wagon. it thi. tin i. .aid to htvt created u •*> 
t.Boivo wagonfca.iing industry in the township. 

During tho fir.t forty ytwj j f £g. jjjtury /Hit*# Ufa «*** 
rapidly. Manufactures began to davety«, particularly In tho 
eaatern oootion, with ito water-power and river highway Tanno- 
riea and paper-mill. predominated during this p triad. In 1839 , 
an En*liah wwavar established a waolon spinning and weaving kill 
.(on oap. o4!5), on Third Fiver, which dsvelosed latar into ana 
of the town' a largest and aoat proaparoua lnduatiraa. In tha 
absence of ofaaap coal, th. taking of charcoal wan was. an extensive 
industry of thi a period. Tha town had ita ahara of tha Iriah 
immigration of tha thirties. Tha population between 1820-30 
increased thirty per cent. 

The faraera began to show enterpiee too, and the peach and 
apol. orchards were set out and distilleries built which were to 

"a** the dlatrict famous for its "Newarkfb randy and cid.r, in whit* 
a large export trade was developed during the next* thirty years, 
thousands of barrels o.ing shisped from the township every veer. 

Coaounication at this tine .a. by atag.-oo.efc to Newark, 
whenc. New York could be reached by stage-coach a e<bo the meadow 
or by boat around through tho bays. The village had in no ..nee 
begun yet to feel the influence of the city. In 1831. the Morris 
Canal, connecting the Hudson with th. DeX.wax. River and th. Leh 
coal regiona, was collated, running through Bloomfi.ld. An inp 
u. -aa given to manufacturing, and Bloomfield aocn became known 
a manufacturing village. At this time we find in th. township, - 
b griet milla, 2 eotton. 5 eawmille, 4 ooooer rolling oille, 3 
paper -ills, 1 paint factory. 2 calico print wo* ka. 3 woolen mill, 
several shoe fatories, and 17 merchanta. At the same time, it m 
muet be remembered that the.e plant, were very email, th. wtir. 


s 
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capital invested net exosedlp* 1400,000. In 1*34, the ifldul- 
trini directory for llmfiild UUlO. kites,- population 1600, 

Lt0 aw#1Un #«* 2 hoteli, an academy and^oerding eohool,4 oosecn 
eohooli, 2 •tore., 3 teeming, 1 copper rolling till, f celieo 
print vorka, end 1 tannery. In 1840, after the canal had keen in 
operation about ten yearn, «• find,- 3 paper allle, 1 ootten till, 

2 woolen nllle, 1 dyeing mill, | fulling till, 1 copper rolling 
oiU. 1 button factory, 2 grlat and 2 eawillla, the coabined eooifr- 
tal of theee planta, how.v.r, 1> eald not to have exceeded *1 11 ,000 
Bloomfield became an Important distributing centre on the canal, 
and a large boatyard for the manufacture of canal-boats existed 
there for a while. There were large general stores at the loexe 
and the inclined plane, for supplying the boatmen. The canal 
carried an immense traffic for thirty years, when it wa. killed 
oy railroad competition and absorbed by the L .high 7alley R.R. 

It continued however to carry coal, and cheap coal meant the suoc» 
ess of the town as a manufacturing centre. 

In 1839. the eastern half of the township, which had grown InO 
a separate community of 2400 people along the ban^s of the river, 
was formed into Bellevill. Township. The population of oloomfield 
proper was still largely composed of the kid .took, the descendant* 
of the sarly settlers. Indeed, the Register of the old church for 
1835 show, more than on. third of the congregation and practically 
all the elder, bearing the names of the six leading settler, who 
had taken up farm, in the district before 1700. The church con- 
tinued to be the centre of the village life. I^ ta . t . rnly C al- 
vlni.tio, and the record, are full of the visit, of God to hi. 
people. In many mind, the history of the community might 
have n..n wrlt.en - and indeed was - in term, of the religion. 
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really to initiate progress* Tho no# aristeorasy, with It* 
contre In tho affairs of tho old church, kept its polltianl 
grip on tho town for many a year, for with tho ownorahip of 
tho land* tho direction of tho church and the traditione in 
ito keeping It waa almost impregnable. 

When tho railroad oano to Bloomfield in 1056* there wore oef- 
hapa a seore of nativoa who had boon 'commuting ' for aaeoral 
years, by way of Newark* and many more who had begun to go to 
Newark. The Newark and Bloomfield Hailroad Conwany was foraed 
in 1654 by a dozen local business and professional men* After 
long negotiations, an arrangement was affeotsd with the Morris and 
Essex, which wan from Newarx through theOfanges and Uorris County, 
and the road was ouilt to connect with the latter railroad 
at NewarK. The cars of noth roads were drawn by horses throu h 
the streets of Newark and came into Jersey City attaohed to the tM 
trains of the New Jersey Railroad, now the Pennsylvania, The 
new line ran from Hewer t to West Bloomfield, a distance of six 
miles, and even after the Uorris and Esses obtained its own 
right of way into Hoboken through the Erie tunnel, passengers 
from Bloomfield had to change cars at Newark. The effect of the 
opening of the railroad was not an immediate rush of settlers, 
although the population shows a gain for the decade 1850-60 of 
41%. In fact the general trend from New Yor< towards the 
suourbs had hardly oegun, and the prejudice, at any rate, was 
strong asainst New Jersey on aecount of its Malaria and mos- 
quitoes. When the influx did come it waa to West Bloomfield, 
i Montclair), that it went. In 1856, this section of the township 
was thinly settled; the village contained only aoout thirty 
dwellings. By 1861. scarcely a dozen families had moved out 
from New Yor» as permanent settlers. But these families, as 
a member of then quite accurately has descrioed them, were 
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"pariona of superior nentsl and moral oultufs", and of a distinctly 
pronegsndlst spirit* The first sign of tho as# spirit too the 
change of nano of tho village froa West Bloomfield to llonteiair, 



a nova which was greeted with considered# derision by tho boa 
aorvatlvo aatlvoa of Bloonfiold, but oMoh had an advertising 
valuo of aono importance* 

It ooon baoama evident that tha newooaera *srw dotofnlaod to 
"booB" thair village. A dafinita campaign aaa entered upon* 

Ona of tha plonaora tails in a boo* of lively reeibieoenoee ho* 
he and hia colleagues tal.;sd Montolalr day and night to their 
friends in New Tor* until they wars persuaded to „ oia tho euo- 
uroan rush. Tha superior altitude, fine air, ours water, sto, , 
of Montolalr vara advertised broadoast, with notable suooeee. 

Tha inoraasa of population for tha vhola town between 1 860 - 70 , 
was £5* and most of this want to Montclair. 

The pionaars, however, soon beoane discontented with the 
railroad facilities* Tha fares wars extortionate, the service s^s 
poor, and they objected to the delays in changing cars at 'ieeu/., 
Ona of tha leaders suggested another railroad, and the idea, 
though seemingly quixotic, soon had tha enthusiastic support of a* 
the sntirs rillags. The idea was first broachwd in 1866; a 
ohartar was ootainsd for a nsw road , and nsgotiations ware begun 
with tha Naw Jersey Midland and tha Erie to build the road. 

The next move was the proposal of a bond issus by tha town of 
Bloomfield of S200.0C0 to help finance tha road. Tha railroad, 
it seemed, would oanafit only tha people of Montolalr, and tha laee 
of building a railroad, not to apeak of saddling tha teen with an 
enormous debt, all for tha purpose of connecting a village of 
2000 people, which already had a railroad, with Kew Tor?,- this 
Droved too much for tha conservative Bloomf ialdars. «ho had al- 
r..d, .xh.u.t.4 ..mu* „ Uro . d . 
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The projeot vaa defeated lb tovn meeting. Rut the Montclair 
leaders vara insistent, and a aaparation batvaan the iaa eev- 
ounltlaa vaa agreed uoon. Montclair Township taa formed from 
Ploomf laid in 1869, tha bonda vara iaauad and tha raad built* 

It vaa finiahad in 1672* and tha raault in Mantdlalf vaa an ur» 
paralleled boon. Raal aatata advanoad at enaa several Billion 
dollara in value. Land bought in 1868 vaa void in 1871 far 
■ora than five tints ita format value. Railroad rataa vara out 
in two, tha Nawark and Bloonfiald R. R. being foroad to follov 
suit; tha tint of trains to Naw Yore vaa raduoad thirty minutaa 
aach way; through service to Naw York introduoad on tha old road* 
and a rush of commuters to Montclair took plaoa. Tha naw road 
was sung in tha annals of Montolair for many a day as tha great- 
ast single biassing that had avar ooua to lontaialr. Tha rail rod 
want bankrupt in tha crash of '73, and tha tovn had to oaar 
tha obligation and pay off bonds to tha extent of $90,000. 

But tha audaoity and initiatiwa and looal spirit which had rianl- 
fastad thamaalvos at tha outaat vara coctinuad. By 1 878 it boast- 
ad of many municipal improvements,- 40 milas of sidawalka, 
fina schools and clubs; a library; and a death rata one half that 
of tha Stata of Massachusetts. Its promoters saam to have ad- 
vertised it also as a summer resort, and many of its prominent 
residents are said to have come out first as summer boarders, 
and than oought property and made their permanent home there. 
Batvaan 1670 and 1880 the population of the new town almost 
douolad, and in the next daoade iixssx the inorease was 701. 

This process is told in detail, because it is tyoical to a 
graater or lose degree of tha building up of these auourban 
communities. Bloomfield, lass favorably situated, experienced tha 
boom in far lass measure. Although batvaan 1860-70 tha population 
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increased 5Et, the inop. a,. 0 f tha nut decade «aa only 25«. 

It dlc^ot raap th. banaflt of tha na« railroad until la tar, than 
na. atation. w.ra built In undeveloped portion, of tha torn, and 
a ayatamatlo affort wao aada by tha railroad itaalf to b lid ur> 
local traffic. After tha Vorria and Eeaex, and with it tha Nawa/xi 
>»nd loomf laid Railroad, waa taxen ovar by tha Lackawanna, and tha 
Von t clair Railway, or, aa it was latar oallad tha New /or* and 
•raanwood Lata. wa. absorbad by tha Erie, tha aarrioa on tha 
foraar waa thought to ba ao auparior, that for a tina auburbaa 
aavalopnant in tha Saoond Ward waa not furtharad, tha nawooaara t| 
tending to aattla and ouild about tha Centra. 

iiontclair was practically a town made to order, while Bloom- 
field. already settled, had to paaa through a long period of growth 
and improvement. The town in 1870 1. deacribed aa .till wary 
primitive.- a big country village, with dirt roads, no aidewal :a 
or ^roing. or .treat-light, or sewerage or city-w.t.r; th. hou... 

all '“ fences around than, tha lawn. m. uncut; cows w.ra — 

pastured on the Green, and every householder had, beside hi. cow, 
a small garden oehind hi. house. The •commuters', as they have .v.r 
oe.n .inca, ware considered th. most industrious gardeners of than 
all. Th. process of transforming this village into a modern city 
of : -, COC people, a genuine suburo of the greatest cetropolia 
in America, against the conservatism and economic interests of 
a native class, unusually tenacious, Puritaniatic, with a long 
local tradition oehind than.- this process furnishes th. oolitcal 

issue, of th. town's development, and the background of it. social 
changes. 

The first 'boom' i* real estate ooourred about 1 867, when a t*. 
tract in th. southwestern part of the town, in dist 3:2,1... map), 
was opened u 0i streets were cut. houses ouilt for sal. and rent. 
Building began also all through th. centre of the town. The 
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expeoted influx did not come, however) much of tho land we* 
narahy and unhealthy, and it vaa only on tha hill, InMiai 1 a no* 
.lan Ridge, that any oonaidarabla settlement sprang up* 

An attanpt aaa cade about thia t ice to aatabllah a herseoaf 
lino to Newark; the traoka were laid, but tha road *aa aoon 
abandoned, baoauaa tha rout* it waa foroad to ta :o on aoaount 
of tha turnpike toll* vaa too roundabout and alow. In 1876, 
after tha tolla vara aboliahed, the Never* and Blooafiald atraat 
c o“pany vaa formed, vith traoka on tha turnpix** Until 
the road vaa electrified, it oould hardly oa aaid to have been a 
factor in the town's development ; tha primitive oara oeoaae 
a local jo**, and people^oontinuad to use the railroad to Nev- 
ark. 

Aoout 1670, a 'development project' waa started which in aany 
■ays proved decidedly disastrous for the town. The lace w uat 
south of the centre, (shown on the map in 3 : 3 , where three 
stream* meet), vaa drained by a land speculating comoany, for 
villa plots'. The la<e had been a town attraction with boating 
and SKating; it had provided a charming entry to the town, aa see: 
from the railroad, put it had to succumo to the new mania for 
development. The company ouil t two rows of hideous brio* 
house* , And then went bankrupt in the panic of ' 73 . Nothing was 
don* vith the land, and it remains to thia day, a dreary flatland 
in the heart of the town, the firat thing seen on approaching 
the main Bloomfield station by the railroad.. The draining was 
followed by ravages of moaquitoes and malaria which gave the town 
a reputation that lasted for twenty year* or more. Just ho* much 
weight we should give this feputation as a factor aa*ing for tha 
alow development of the town, it is imoosaible to aay. The natu- 
ral auperiorities of the town on the mountain would doubtleaa have 
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b*»#n sufficient to cut Bleaofltld at a disadvantage, tron with 
lt> lake, 

t ro.i acta in other carts of tho toon were not* successful, 

Ths tract called -Ward'. Tolly" had boon protty toll built. up 
by I660{ in the next decade, building *as rapid ih the district 
to the south. No new land boon struck tho toon for many years} 
building vent on alosly along the principal atresia. The gradual 
coning in of large factories in the extreme southern part of 
the town built up that section with workingmen 'a cottages. 

The eastern pert of the town along the canal pagan to be 
developed in the lets eighties with snail residences, eostly 
for 'commuters'. The districts 1:2 and the eastern part of 2:1 
ware built up rather rapidly a&out this tins also. In ths late 
nineties the hills were built on, with nuoh more pretentious 
housss -than the neighboring lower regions. So slight a diffferen# 
in situation does it te.;a, where competition is so xeen, to 
determine social differences. 

The following table will indicate the lirogress of the town 
in its process of suburbanization, and serve to place aone of 
the facta whioh will be discussed is greater detail lmter:- 

6c8. - roo..8ide School. , (map, marked 1 ) 

1869. Westminster Presbyterian Churohi an offshoot of the old 
church, which had grown too large. 

1671. Savings Bant. 

1 B72. High School. 

1073. Gas introduced. 

1 B74. Bloomfield Library Association: failed. 

187B. Parochial School. 
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1683. loo* and Ladder Co. 

Contra Sohooli (6 on nap) 

'084. Wat or plpaa introduced. 

'889. National Dan*. 

1890. Orang. and Dloomf laid Htreet Railway . 

1892. Berkeley School. (4 on nap). 

1893. Sowar. 850,000 bond lam,.. 

1895. Building and Loan Aoaooiation. 

1898. Throo now aohoola. 

1900. Building and Loan Aoaooiation. 

Town incorporated. 

1902. Library. 

Board of Trade organic. 

904. Purchase of water ayat.a for 890.000. Bond issue. 

05. First great Fourth of July celebration. 

1909. Park project to reclaim the drained la... 852,000 appro 

printed by town, in co-operation with county. 

1510. Railroad Improvements, (D .L.S 320.000 

■P«nt by town, $750,000 by railroad. 

'912. Centennial cel.oration. 

1913. New High School. 


It .hould b. h.pt in nind. in oonn.otion .ith thi. fbl., 

* ” dlt " r,pr ”“ t onl y th. introduction of i„ pr „._ 

’ “ d ““ “*• throughout th. town „d pnrtiou] 

" J f ° Utly “ lg dl! “ rict * «■ • r.ry gr.du.l proo... 

Th. f.Uo.lng tool., t.,.n fro. th. f.d.r.l C^.n.u. of „03 „ U 

oth* “ t0Wn lB •«»«!.« -ith 

other municipalities:- 
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uAQicifiU) uorncum xluuluc rnuusuma 


Taxes. 

1120590 

277110 

58186 

60824 

Total receipts. 

172339 

366204 

74656 

97602 

Valuation of 

5121125 

10,900,700 

4,666,370 

4,574,472 

property. 

Basis of Assess- 

cent. 

60% 

50% 

75% 

50% 

Bonded indent- 

edness. 

291000 

545500 

51000 

167BOO 

impended on 

roads and 

sanitation. 

22827 

46189 

15658 

22954 

On education. 

64626 

121691 

29912 

37932 

Streets in miles. 

34 

70 

70 


Macadam. 

30 

50 

0 

6.5 

Unpaved. 

4 

20 

0 

9.4 

Gravel. 

0 

0 

70 

0 

Brick. 

0 

« c 

0 

2.4 


30 

47 

0.2 

6.7 

Population. 

10668 

15406 

11363 

12632 


The superiority of Montclair over i:loomfield ia indicated by 
practically all the receipts and expenditures oeing douole those 0 
of the latter town, although the former had 50* greater population. 
The valuaitpn of Bloomfield property is sho»n to be greater than 
that of the to#ns outside the metropolitan district although its 
population is scalier than theirs. The aoount spent ^on education 
is also much larger, and the miles of improved streets and sewers 
as well* indicating the relatively great degree to which the process 
of auouroani-ation in bloocfield had already gone by 1903. 
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X h « ..ttl Mt . a t- t h i . P toatit. a lJ tehu i hh a U fc Ua a upg a _laa*l -UllUa* l * 
Palltionl interest! and activities in tha suburban tawn ui 
■uoh affaoted by tha proximity of tha oity, and ita anafoaohmanta 
upon tha town. Wa hava mantionad tha faot that politioal atfug- 
Slaa tand to t$gfci about tha quaation of looal improvements, and 
hava n^otioad tha oriaia whioh raaultad In tha braa*la* away of 
Uontclair as a politioal unit, ovar tha quaation of bonding tha 
town in ordar to build a naw railroad. Thin ia a typa of tha 
political iaauaa that begin to ariaa aa aoon aa communication 
whth tha city haa baan davalopad, and a auffloiantly larga nua car 
of 'commuters ' haa coos into tha town to ba influantial in looking 
aftar thalr naw intaraata. And thoaa interacts ara llxely to 
ba opposad to tha iamadiata intaraata of tha old land-owners In fi 
tha town. As streaets ara opened, naw districts davalopad, houses 
built, there is nueh to ba dona in tha way of grading, filling, 
and providing tha houses with water, light, ate. Tha new-eomers, 
accustomed in tha city to paved waif's, curbings, city water, sawami, 
lights, and paved roads, expect to gain these sane adv an- 
tages in their new home. The natives, upon whom the burden of tam- 
ation must in large part, or at least immediately, fall, protest 
and the issue is joined. In *|ontclalr, as we hava seen, tha 
village was ouilt up so rapidly and the influx of newcomers was 
so larga and of ao vigorous and enterprising a character, that 
the natives were overwhelmed, and the commuters ' had everything 
their own way. So that by 1076 it was already a ’model' town, 
with many improvements that did not moms to its neighbors until 
much latar. In Bloomfield, tha native stock was ao muoh more ten- 
aoioua of ita ri/.hta, tha influx ao much more gradual, that tha t rtt 
ground had to ba fought over every inch of tha way. Tha old* inhab- 
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limit, ewntra of th« rttl utitii fund Ui iimi which •mild 
fall qb them, and dr.ad.d to ttddlo th# town with t heavy bonded 
lndobtadnoaa ; whilo tha n.wooa.rs, still comparatively landless, 

*»ra porhtoa all th. more H(ii for lapfovetDents, sines the burden 
on themselves would bt relatively light. 

Government had boon by town meeting, In tha Haw England fash la*, 
and looal^ffaira had baan oarriad on by a town coamltteein a 
d.aultory way, with tha expenditure of aa little aa possible. Tha 
appropriationa in 1971, for lnatanoe, whaa wore aa follewas~ 

Repair of roads,- $6000t for tha ooor,- 12500; contingencies, - 
83500; schools,- 24 par scholar; orosswalfts,- 8600; In justice to 
th. committee it should be said that it was uaabla to institute 
lar«a imorov.m.nts withut legislative permission. In 1873, 
tha 'progressives ' obtained a special bill from the Lagislaturs, 
parnitting ths town to matt* a contraot for lighting th. strsets, a 
to nap out existing str..ts, open new ones, establish grades, 
curbs, gutters, pave streets, and issue inprov.n.nt bonds to oover 
the work. Under this bill, gas lights w#r . int roduosd i a the c.nfr- 
tre of the town, cut water supply and sewers were secured only 
after a longer fight. The situation was complicated fry the fact 
tha^special legislation was needed for each one of these new pro fr- 
osts. and even after it was obtained, litigation was lively to 
anao over who should pay for th. inrorovementB, the property 
owner, -ho were benefited or th. town in general. It -a. not an*- 
til th. Town Act of 1895 was passed by the Legislature, outlining 
carefully the steps by which improvements should be initiated and 
carried through that th. matter was put on a stable foundation. 

This act provided that th. initiatory suggestion might come 
either oy petition of owner, or of any freeholders, or oy unani- 
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aou. ^solution of th. ..until, with prootf pfttl.lon tot h*.fia«t 

“ d ® b J*°tion., th. w.r« tn. then don. ay th. tttn and th. „«nt 
ft.ae.B.d upon th. orop.rty owner. 

Ju.t b.for. thi. tin., Ull a.tt.r of Upf.'Oa.ata e ,, du „ 4 
on. Of th. ,r..t..t 0 , 1 ... U th. Mato,, «/ th. totn, no la.a 

-t it. ...IthU.t and .o.t ottr.otiv. 

Thi. r.sion on th. hill, now known .. Rian Bldg., h.d b.an built * 
<■0 1«*.1» through th. .ffort. of . r..l ,.t.t. proaot.r of 
ability .nd ta.t., who had o.t about purpootly to nak. th. dl.tri. 
“ .jcolu.lv. r.ald.ntlal ..otion for w.U-to-do full!.. fr„. 

Now York. Hi. p.r.onal aaguantino. and oonn.otlon. onaol.d bin m 
aoon to build up th. region .ith a r.nark.bl, bo.og.n.ou. popu- 
lation of th. pur. 'commuter' typ.. ill ,. r . fro. ho, York, u d 
aith.r prof ...ional or ..U-to-do bu.U... m.n. Th. found.r .r.ot- 
•d aa attractive oluohou.., and a.rang.d thing. .0 that all who 
°“Ht h ° u "* i“ th. district b.oan. n.acr. of th. oluo. « M y 
p.opl. fron Bloomfield prop., joined al.o, and.th. oooial int.r- 
•at. of th. oommunity w.r. gradually o.ntr.d .oout th. orilllaat 
Olubhou.. on th. hill. Tb.r. .mi. tod at thi. tia. th. utmo.t good 
f.ellng b.tw..n th. two ..otion., although th.y war. actually „ 
diff.r.nt in oharaot.r.th. oora of th. Bloo.fi. Id aooi.ty being * 
th. old families, whll. 01.n Bldg. ... .ntir.ly n.w. i atrong 
community spirit soon d.v.lop.d in th. hill di.tribt; .ffort. ..r. 
nad. to k..p it an akolu.i.a p.rk-lik. .uburb. Stor.a ..loon. 

w.r. amoludad, . library „ d ohuroh ..r. ouilt, and . town iaprov— 
nsnt association *:.pt th. di.trict in ord.r. 

Th. dl.trl.t gradually cam. to thin..- of ita.lf a. . . 

oommunity. and th. br.au b.t...n th. ..otion. la.., tabl.. F„ ah,, 
»r. too unli:.,- th. -bitiou., .lightly •.nothin' ..t on th. a 
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hill, ind the heterogeneous sooiety of natives, factory- toner a 
fcnd thrifty, industrioda bourgeoisie down la tho valley. 

In tho early nlnotloo, tho polltloal ooafliot boooao oouto. It 
oroao , of oourao, ovor tho poronnlal question of In provoaonta, 

Olon Ridge contondod that It was not getting lta aharo of thaa. 
iho oonoy whioh it paid In ta«os, it van seeing expended In 
Bloomfield rathor than on tho hill, lta loadora began to lay 
down tho dictun that " ovary oont thoy paid thoy wanted opont 
n»’ht boforo thoir vary doora. " Thoy demanded alao a ooaplota 
system of lateral aowora, and maoadooi^od atraoto, whioh oould 
only bo ootained by bonding tho township heavily again. There 
waa conflict on the water and sidewalk quoation; poraonal fooling 
developed in tho Town Committee; tho Olon Ridge roproaontatlvoa 
wore anupood. A oill waa promptly proaontod to tho Logialaturo 
in 1895 , incorporating tho Borough of Glen Ridge, and tho aoaaure 
passed. Tho Bloomfield authorities tried to atop tho proceeding p 
injunction, owt wore outwitted. The now borough promptly prow* 
cooded to give itaolf all the things which it had wanted, built a 
fine achoolhouae, organised a fire department and contintted ita 
successful growth, considerably to the chagrin of Bloomfield poop* 
lo. Iho amount of ill-fooling developed by the aeparation waa 
very largo ; tho situation was quite different from tho aooaration 
of Montclair twenty-fiv. y.ara before. Then each aide had con- 
sidered the other a good riddance, and each considered iteelf ben#^. 
fitted by the aeparation. In this case, the Bloomfield leaders 
realised that they had loat their moat prosperous and attractiee 
section, largely through their own inertia and conservatism. 

The confliot too«t an invidious turn. The secession was freely 
attriouted in cloomfiela to the pride and snobbery of the hill 
people. The natives resented strongly the implied superiority 
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ooourp.d a. far back a. 1876, in a dab *ju bsfsrs a literary 
aooiety. The initiation of the praaaat movement la loat la d«fi- 
****** ChMgM f^aaly nada that It vaa part of a systematic 
•ffort mad* by tha Puolio Service Corporation, which owna tha pwbfr- 
lio utilitiaa of tha aatira oounty, to obtain oarpataal fraaahl - 
oaa. which it oould gat anally trmft ha nity of Nawa tk t la tha 
neighboring email municipalities, whioh war* la tha haoit of sx- 
aetiag annoying condition*. At any rata, tha project had tha 
almost unanimous support of tha "moulders of publio opinion" la 
tha town. A bill was drawn up aaoratly with tha intention of 
having it ruahad through tha Legislature without a referendum. 

-ut the editor of tha local paper got wind of tha natter, raised 
a oig hue and cry about it, and began to organize local patriotism 
against it. Committees wars sent by both sides to the state 
Capitol, puolic meetings of citizens wars held to protest ag- 
ainst tha prospectus merging of the town with a corrupt maohins- 
ridden city. Tha bill was finally passed with tha referendum, and 
a campaign of great virulence was waged in the town. Tha argument 
used by tha dafandara of the project were many,- the town was 
drifting into bankruptcy, with ever higher and higher taxes, it 
oould not borrow tha money needed for improvements: all this burd»- 
an would be shouldered by the wealthy city; The thing had to come 
some time, so why not now when so many local difficulties would be 
ooviated; it would raise the value of real estate,, and few people 
saw the naivete of this argument in view of the fact that the iss» 
inoortant oackers of the enterprise would be among the chief gains, 
era by this rise!; and finally the argument waa used Am with 
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telling 9 ft tot In a town whsrw, in wnlto o t wotw urban soph- 
istication religious differences atlll continued to b* rw iy tt al,l 
it would anvw tha town from tho catholioe, who were plotting to 
<?ot control of tho town offices, and particularly of that palladi- 
u» of religious libortioa, tho Board of Education. Thooo argu- 
Banta woro uaod again and again by tha Isadora, but tho aass of 
tho poop lo tumod against then and dofootod tho Boonur# hastily a# 
at the oolla. The olaao divisions whioh have boon Bontionod above 
woro oloarly brought out in thia oonfliot, Tho profoaalonal 
non,- with tho notable exooption of tho Superintendent of 
Schools, a aolf-oonf aaaod radical, who lost his position aooa 
after tho elootion, - tho descendants of tho old f tallies and the* 
now 'commuters’ whom they had assimilated into thoir ranks, 
w#r * a11 for Project; tho local businosa non, who as a olaao 
ousy themselves in local politics, have a local patriotisa and 
a sort of fooling of vested interest in tho town, with tho less 
well-to-do commuters' were against it; tho factory-wor or* wore to 
largely neutral. Tho loaders, who had thought to have tho whole 
natter done quietly, wore chagrined and indeed amaze^t tho 
stora and resistance that met then. Tho local newspaper kept up 
a constant warfare against them, and produced avowals from then 
that they had no assurances of what provisions for the needs of 
the town in the way of fire, police, schools, etc., the city wou*. 
nate, nor what its policy would be on the ever-vexing excise 
question. When thia was out, the game was lost. Indeed the shole 
basis of the conflict seems singularly unsubstastial. The psy- 
chology is not easy to understand. The matter seem, to have been 
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Lire* appropriations were aide at tiaati aa in 1808# #hen th# 
gas-lighting system was improved, and in 1IW# than 121000 tat 
axpandad on roads, but aa a rula# aporopf iationa did not tand to 
inoraaaa in proportion to tha population* 

Tha dafaotion of Olan Ridge taa a sobering axpafianoa* It 
showed tha town how muoh there was atill to be done) it showed 
the dissatiaf notion with whioh an elanant of tha town, wbioh erefy 
one had secretly respected aa tha most enlightened and admirable, 
viewed the prewalent conservatism of tha 'ruling olaas*. Tha 
result of this crisis was tha incorporation of tha township 
in 1900 under the new Town Aet, with greater powers of incurring 
indebtedness, initiating imorovements, and extending the town 
offices* 

Shis was followed by a snail revolution in the distribution 
of political power in the town. At the first election for Mayor 
unfler the new form of government, one of the wealthy neaoers of 
the 'ruling class' was defeated lax by a boss carpenter* auoh 
to the surprise and consternation of the old-time leaders of the 
town. At the next election, it is true, the older element got 
oack part of its power in the election of one of their pooular 
younger men, a man of admiraole puolic spirit and fairness, but *b 
the other members of the council were ’ oomn-uters ' or local business 
men, of a progressive type, determined to bring the town, even at 
the cost of heavy taxes, up to the level which the neighboring 
Borough had attained in its short life of five years. These 
admisistrations were enough to show the progressive trend, and it 
may oe that the old leaders were sincere in fearing the extremes 




of indebtedness to which the otision for lmnf ovemefit might lwid 
tho town, or it any have boon that tho old loedeft, recognising 
that thoir influonoo woo waning, woro willing to oplko tho gunm 
of tho now olomonta by destroying tho powof of anybody any lo ft* of 
to run tho town'a affair*. 

Aftor tho annexation quostion was settled, problem* of 
municipal ownership began to arlae* Tho fir at venture waa the 
purehaoo of the water system, in which many of the old loaders 
wore interested financially, T ho familiar charges of 'graft' 
wore brought against tho members of the Council in connection with 
this sale. The members of the Comncil said that those leaders had 
assured them that the water company would not ta^.e a cent loas 
than vl 50,000 for the plant, and sinoo it was useless to try to 4 * 
got cotter terms, this offer was made. After a campaign by the 
local newspaper, which considered the price exorbitant, the mat- 
ter was sucmitt^sd to referendum vote of the people end defeated 
at the polls. The Council then made an offer of 290,000, which 
to every one's ems-ement was accepted, and ratified by another 
referendum vote. The old leaders then made the charge that the 
Counoil had made the original high offer in order to obtain a " 
•rake-off' from the company. An investigation took place, hut 
nothing was proved. The Puolic Service Corporation, which ever 
lur.s in the oaczgroind of local and county politics, and is popul 
arly, and perhaps justly, suspected of having its hand in every 
political af.sir of more than local significance, .a. implicated,* 
cut the air continued to 01 very misty. 
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Th««§ incidents ere intsfsstlng •• indicating the spread in* to 
the auburoin town of thocc political Iimii end pfeblene 
whioh we think of no peculiarly metropolitan, pfoolene of eorpor 
ation oontrol, municipal ownerehlpi etc. , end no ehewin* the 
olaavnue between the native element* and the new urban, rceouree- 
ul politiolane. The Counoilnen of theee year# were bold, ehrewd 
lawyers and oity business men, who were probaoly rather in polit- 
ics for its 'sporting' interest than sinply to line their poo 
eta with 'graft'. Their appropriations were large, and this, 
comcined with the hints of soandel over the water oystea pu/onose 
served to discredit them with the puolie. In 1908 , their places 
wera tacen in the Counoil by local ouaineaa sen, who were inclined 
to look askance both on the old leaders, and the new who bad been 
under fire. This administration, however, was wrecked on the 
rock of special privilege. The local newspaper observed cer- 
tain ouilding privileges being given tenant in the town, and 
oertain land-deals being made with one of the old leaders orer 
sites for a new puolie park, and made a greet stir. In addition, 
ex tens i' e railroad improvements were put through in 1910 , with ^ 
auch ensuing litigation over the vacating^ streets, etc. These 
issues, with a Slight dissatisfaction with some of the terms of 
the railway contraot, brought the Mayor to a disastrous defeat 
along with hia friands in the Counoil, The new Mayor was a 
Jewish lawyer, of scout half a doxan year', r.aideno. in tows, 
s man of much the type that had ba.n diaor.ditad in th. water 
sffsir. The 'old guard- put up a heroic fight against him; after 
their candidate th. then Mayor, had ba.n defeated at th. primari., 
they went so far as to support a Catholic, in an attempt to draw 



■upport from all ola.ses and faetiona. Th# council it now 
composed almoat tntirely of local business man. but iha Mayor 
doalnataa it to a oortain ax t ant. and rapraaanta tha aora ag- 
gressive 'oommuter ' in hi. d.mand for iaprovamanta. Each ad. 
oini.tration ha. to aatiafy tha douol a d.mand, a* tot im- 
prov amenta on tha ona hand, and lowar taxes on tha ethar. 

Tha annotation ia.ua t.nd. to b. raiaad a. aoon aa aithar la 
neglected. 

«ith tha antranoa into political affalra of what wa may oall 
tha 'amateur professional politician', th. .ltuation becomes 
aora complicated. Wher. wa had before th. native, against tha 
'commuter. we now have four .lament.,- tha local bualnea. man 
with tha 'good fallows', who want lioeral treatment on tha axoi.a 
-;ues tion; tha 'old guard', comprising tha native leaders and 
their 'assimilations', who desire safe, orderly progress, not 
too expensive; the bourgeois 'commuters', tending to be fanatical 
on the excise question, and to begrudge lavish expenditures on 
high schools and paries; and th. new oitybr.d 'amateur profes- 
sional politician', interested in playing the political game 
for what it is worth. In the 1910 election, the second and 
third classes ware plainly oomoin.d against the others, but in 
1912, th. third class supported the politicians sad against th. 
other two, and tha Mayor was re-elected. 

The effect on politic, has been thus to male, new and unstable 
combination., to introduce city issues, and a competition in im- 
provements. beside, keeping ever before the ey.s of the people and 
the politician, uoth, the bogey of annexation. 



Thft_Et£t 0 A_afl Industry and HmlUfttl- 

!&• •ff«ot of ths proximity of the metropolis on loool induo- 

tPi * B hausen, oo suggested in tho introduction, highly atiaulatity 
Tho older factory oitoa along tho otfoaao ooro grad jolly bought 
up oy oity oonoorno, and enlarged and improved i or sloe tho leeal 
management reorgani.td lta plant, and enlarged Ita facilities. 

No* factorlea have oeen built, aa P oolally in tho eatrsmo 
aoutharn part of tho town. Tho building of a now faotory uoually 
coana an influx of factory -workers into tho town, although thla 
ia not noooaaarily true, aa a largo proportion of tho w«r<efw 
live in tho neighboring towna, ooalng into Bleoofiold eveWv day. 
IThoro thojlnduatrial plant haw moved out bodily tram Hew Tor*. .. 

3n orai done, it hao of oourao brought along its whole loo • 

or force. An oxaople of thin is the Weetinghoua# plant, 

,lol4C0 on the nap),whioh came aoout seven years ago, with a very 
large force of akilled labor. 

S-T#ral oth,r large factories have cods to tho town during 
the last fifteen years, and for the dou le reaoon that onoap hou- 
ses wore not built fast enough and that tho now faotoriww have boa* 
milt in tho moat tfaie.cly populated section of tho town, tnoro are 
already signs of aoao congestion, of population. The following 
taolw shows tho ratio of house to faal ly in Bloomfield and 
other towns, according to tho 1905 Stats Conous and tho »9!0 
Federal Conous:- 

w. swjjid. KaaialiU. ajlis*. EUUi^. vin.m . 

,90S - - 88 •»' .95 .9, 

.84 .ao „ „ 
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It *111 be m*b that th* ratio fo t th. town. out.id. Ui« iHf- 
politan dl.trlot 1 . r.l.tiv.l, high, l»4 nor.ov.r th.t It b.« net 
decreased in th. lost five years ; whll. th. figure. Ut Bloom- 
fi.ld and Montolalr ha*. fteor.e.ed oon.id.r.oly* Th. high ratio 
for Ql.n Rids., i. of a our.. hu. th. fact that it 1. a. #.olua- 
iv.ly r.ald.ntlal community of *.ll-to do 'oonnut.f Th. 
proo... can b. wltn.aa.d in Bloonf i.ldih.r. ..all t*o .torj hou... 
inhaoit.d In th. pa.t by single f.mili.., ... o.ing .lt.r.d .o 

that two ar. aooomodat.d in oaoh house, ..oh family occupying . 
floor. 

On th. other hand, th.r. ar. oount.r t.nd.aol.a which aa. . tot 
providing each family with it. own hot.. Building and loan 
associations, which receive deposits and on th. s.ourity of th. 
plot of land lend money to build th. house, ar. flourishing in th. 
town. This form of inv.atm.nt is v.ry popular with th. cor. 
prosperous wage-earners, and has don. connid.raol. toward, d.- 
oloping these sections and assimilating the newcomers, 
her. are four such associations in th. town, and to th.o is 
partly due th. reputation of Bloomfi.ld, according to th. Report 
of the Chief of the Bureau of Statistic, of th. State, as having 
working_clase housing conditions as good as any in th. State. 

■he larg.at factories at pr.s.nt ar. manufactories of th. 
following good.:- P.uub.r, safety nine, par.r, hats, cream ..p- 
arators. ca.tinga, lao.L, brushes, woolens, drugs, .l.ctrio 
1 “ P *’ • Uctrl ° ■«*>*""»■ -i burl.p. Th. „p .ho., , 8 ,. ctori ., 
..ploying ..oh .or. th.o 25 P.r.on., Th. foUo.io* Uhl. .ho.. 
tho Uam iUa A »a HUgfcatag Of the last ten year.:- 




UMufacturMj. 

No. of establish* 

■•at*. 

Capital invested. 
Salariad offioiala. 
Salarlaa. 
Vogo-aarmra. 

Wages paid. 

Coat of nateriala. 
Valua of ppoduoto. 


*3,194,460 *4,177,405 *7,769,000 


*221,239 


*314,206 


*£91,000 


*770,145 *1,024,309 *1,301,000 

*1,705,600 *1,750,389 *2,301,000 

33,370,924 *4,645,483 *5,6*5,000 


Average hours of labor in factoriaa of town. 9.5.<day)j 54,3 <wk> 


Stata. 9.71 


55.54 " 


Lowast average yaarly earnings in town. 
Highest " " " " » 

Avaraga " " " « 

" " " Stata. 


6374.22 
671 .07 
530.26 
531 .94 


As regards business, the drawing of a community into the 
metropolitan field means, of oourse, the slow decay of its local 
trade. The superior attractiveness and variety of the goods 
of all Kinds, conjoined with the cheap transportation, allow the {>£ 
big stores of the oity to compete successfully with the local 
merchant^, who has a struggle even to hold his own. The large 
general stores, of which there nad been several in the town, 
were, oy 1890, a thing of the past. The local storekeepers, 
outside of those who supply the food staples, can only exist 
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by providing small lndiapanaablea whioh it ia Bot aorth a 
trip to tha city to procure* i}|oouple of aaall dfy-gooda atofaa 
exist in tha town, but practloally all of tha ahoppiag of thiB 
aort la dona in Newark. Tha toon haa tha advantage of both Newer* 
and Haw Yorx, and of a competition bataaan tha Newer . atofaa 
and tha Nan York atoraa. tha lattar alnayB threatening by thalf 
auparior ai.a and attractivanaaa to drain away trad# fron tha 
Haaarkara aa tha lattar hava drainad it froa Bloomfield, 

Evan tha trada of tha butchara and grocara in town la aaallar 
than ahat it would ba outaida of the reaoh of the oity, for 
cany people, particularly of tha poorar olasae»,do their aerating 
at tha oig oar eta in Newark and New Yor*. Suoh thinga aa ready- 
nade clothing, . (except of vary cheap grade), boo*a, muaioal in- 
struments, ate., cannot ba prooured at all in thia town oi 00 ° 
people. 

Tha great complaint of tha local tradesman and upper olaaaes 

hare 

a ainat tha waga-aarnara ia that "they meu:e their money^in toBfa 
and than do not apend it hare". In a sense, tha attraction of tha 
great department atoraa and markets is aa much aesthetic aa 
commercial. If a parson wants to ouy a thing, he boartta the 
car at once for Newer,:, without stopping hardly to think, or me:e 
any attempt to find out, whether the article can co prooured in 
Bloomfield. On Saturday nighta, in particul ar, crowds swarm to 
Newark to shop in tha orightly lighted stores and markets, there 
ia a thrill and lure aoout thia sort of thing with which tha local 
atoraa, with all their power, could aoarcel) compete. 
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* 11k* Montclair, with a large wealthy claw# mating u#e 

of immediate luxurios and willing to pa> th* retail pfiti for that 
can support a varied looal bualneaa more In th* atyl# of th# oity* 
out a town L1k* Bloomfield, with a large wage-earning ojaaa, to 
whoa the aa\ ing of a few oenta means something, cannot. Th# f#- 
ault ia that the ahopa, with the exception of the butoh#ra'i 
grocers', druggists', coat .Siaiaasa ' , luaoer deal era', ete . , 
are aaall and mean, and mainly In the hand* of foreigner*, many 
of then Jews and Italians, who make a bar* living. Th* competi- 
tion of th* city, of oourse, maxes it a very problematical venture 
to a young can of any social standing to start a business at hose; 
and a very distinct social stigma oeooces attached to young per- 
sons who do engig* in business or accept employment in town. Th* 
implication is thatjthey are either unambitious or not good *- 
nou.h for a city position, ffhen I referred to the local Business 
man in politics, I meant the older, firmly estaolished, solidly 
respectable type of butcher or grocer, who has grown up with th* 
town. Their social status is distyvl-ly inferior to the 'commuter/ 
tut they are able to wield political power and capture the local t 
offices through their Knowledge of and interest in the town. 4s 
business men. however, their places do not tend to be filled by 
the younger men of the town, but their interests are often bought 
out either by large city corporations speeding thsir Business 
throughout the county, or by strangers, oftsn country youths, who 
mats the sutmrban town a sort of stepping stone to the city. 

Looal business thus by no means keeps pace with the growth in 
population; the competition of the oity tends slsays to reduce it 
to e minimum. 
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As ths town has been un%t>l# to ootpstw with th« wlty i*» 
the way of buainaBB, bo haa it bien abla to eompitf with it 
in thw way of amusaaanta. Tho attraction of thB oity has pfovwd 
bo atrong that faoiliti«B for amusement and recreation and general 
sooial lifa hava by no means aapt paoa with tha growth of popula- 
tion. All olaBaaa hava fait this gradual atar 11 i..atlon of local 
social Ufa. and tha proooaa 1b wall mar '.ad* 

Taking up first the social life of tha native "aristocracy", 
"society", that is, in tha popular senna, it la needlofla to aay 
that uo to the oaginning of tha process of suouroanl^atloa, it was 
almost entirely centred in tha churches. Bloomfield, as we have 
suggested, was a vary religious village, with much of tha New 
England Puritan spirit, and the churches were the sooial oentres 
of the community lifa. After the influx of oommutera and tha 
estaolishment of the Glen Ridge Club, there seams to have bean an 
era when arather busy society life was carried on. A cluo of 
young men was organized in Bloomfield in the eighties, which 
„uilt a clubhouse, the first and only institution of its xind in 
the town. It is said to hava created a small revolution ty 
the institution of regular dances, and though it was frowned upon 
by toe most respectable families for a while, the "high aociety" 
of the town was at length converted, and drawn into the social 
whirl which revolved around it. The activity of the Glen Ridge 
Clue stimulated social activity in Bloomfield, and aoout 1890 
i, hear of amateur theatrical societies, a singing sooiety, and 
an orchestra, all of which gave frequent entertainments , char- 
acterised L j some attempt at "style'' and exclusiveness. £22. 
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All thaae or •animation* have sinoe disbanded, and hav# no eue- 
csssora. For auoh organizations depend alihar on a relatively If 
large and honogeneoue olana who ean aupport them both aetlvaly 
and financially, or alaa on danooratle feeling which will lnoluda 
all olaaaaa. Both «ara looking i for aa acre and nora peeple came 
into tha town who were, in tha ay oa of tha 'aristocracy'*, 

'common' and 'ordinary' , thoir own aanaa of laolation deepened 
and thair initlativa daoayad. Tha dafaotion of Olenflldge, 
which had boon a grant aupport, waa a tarrlbla blow, and tha daath 
of "society" institutiona waa apaady. Tha population that waa 
laft in Bloocfiald wara too avanly balanoad in nunbara, and too 
divergent in tastes and sympathies to oo-oparata in projects of 
intellectual, or artistic significance, and Bloomfield became 
tha hose of lost causes. 

An attempt was made in the nineties to found a Y.K.C.A.; 
the site was bought, but it was impossible to gat co- operation ifll 
between tha religious and social elements which wasa necessary to 
carry th ough tna project. It was too closely identified with 
the Presoyterian Church; and here wo come upon a factor which 
has oeen potent in preventing co-operation on large social lines 
such as this,- church jealousy. The strong opposition, too, of 
the powerful Baptist and Methodist churches to certain amusements 
waa probably a factor also in defeating the project. And the town 
is without such an institution, or any similar club for young men 
to this very day. A rather amuitiods oluohouse, erected by a 
wealthy oiti~»n, primarily for his own sons, out open to the town, 
upon the payment of a fee, was also a failure. The middle class, 
split by ohurch ..ealousies and prejudice against amusements, and 
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and doubtlsas in addition not family «tfon« #f»«u*h fliitMlAlly to 
■upport o larg* social institution*** l#ft to * «:fo*t da*### 
without oithsr sooiai Ilf# *nd amuaementa. They still find* to a 
large extent, their soolal lif# in th# ehurahaa, ehile th# wots inf 
elassss almost, without axooption »t 0 to th# aity for thaif fa- f * 
ation and pleasures. 

Ths town has never hsd a theatre, and at no tia# hss bad 
mors than on# hall, and that a small on#, where danoaa or antar- 
tainments, outsid# of th# ohurohas, oould ba hald. Within 
th# last year, two moving-pioture housas have baan established, 
but observation shows that thay ar# largely attended by th# aora 
well-to-do. Newark on th# other hand, which oan ba reached at a 
coat of fiv# cents, provides every ordinary kind ef amusement, 
while New York provides the stiaulations which th# most fastidious 
or refined could wish. The town simply cannot, therefore, compete 
in any way with the city in the matter of direct amusements, 
while in the matter of general social life the effect otf the city 
is shown ia th# class differences which prevent co-operation in 
any large social way. PoopU_e'a eyes cscome, too, in a way, 
hypnotised by the glamor of the city. The simple local amusements 
seem tame, the society life seems unsophisticated oesides the lif# 
of which they read in their oity papers, and see with their own 
eyee. They go to the oity end admire, but they do not bring the c 
oest of the oity out to themselves; the oity, in a sense, draws 
eway their interest and ^est, they do not nourish themselves 
from it. Bloomfield, for instance, has always had the reputation 
with its young people of being a "alow old townf. The nearness of 
the city, however, has not Dean effectual in making it any less 
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"slow". It ha* provided the atimul alions and srauBBSanis 
which tha town itaalf haa looked, but it haa not lant of lta 
own power, and thua dialniahad tha oontehpt in ahioh iiaftflaMlii 
tha town la hold by lta younger member*. 

In Montalair and Gian Ridge wa find a dlffarant situation, 
dua almost antiraly to tha dlffarant oalanoa of olaaaaa, Gian 
Ridge, aa wa hava naan, la a oarafully aalaotad a ommunity, of 
a homogeneous type, with wall-to-do paopla and handaoaa homaa, 
ao that thara la indueamant to a brilliant aoolal lifa. In thairfl 
cas«, wa can aay th_at tha city la actually brought out to than, 
instead of thalr being drained by tha city* And Montclair, 
too, in apita of its large foreign element, haa ao p rap onda rating 
a proportion of wealthy and cultivated raoDla that it ia able to 
reproduce, to an even greater extent, tha desirable social, oultui 
ral atmosphere of tha city. Only for its 'upper' clasaaa, however* 
for as regards tha rest the same lack of recreational facilities d 
and social life is observaole as in Bloomfield. 

At the same tine, the wealthy class in Montclair is sdIs to 
ta .e the initiative and lead the rest of the town in large social 
projects. It has ooth^ the means ana the interest, to an extent 
far superior to that in Bloomfeild. The town has a handsome Y. 
M.C.A.j hospital . altruist society. Horary, art collection, 
etc. .and the town in general seems to be able to co-operAte 
on a ouch higher cultural plana than in Bloomfield. It ia aven 
socially self -oonacioda, to an extent rare in American towns, and 
has latwly been discussing plans for town improvement and town 
planning. onoertwd effort, in . loomfield, on the other hand, 
owing to the wguiliorium of oiassos and the lack of a wealthy 
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and brilliant laadtrahipi la on a much more primitive plana* 
Traditional ohuroh jaalouay, lack of praatijrt' all ooobina to 
prevent oivio oonaoiouanaaa and oultural advanoti Tha '‘oaat 
people" ara oonatantly lamenting tha influx of tha foreign*** and 
factory wor.tere, and tha building up of diatrlota of cheap house* 
which oa .a tha town unattraatlve to daairaola oity famlll**« 

Thoaa who do oont, attracted by tha oharmlng surroundings of tha 
Graan and tha aobar atmosphere of tha plaoa» but finding no aooial 
atooaphara in which they can move, noon leave^for aona other oon^-un*" 
ity ; ao that there ara at present no leas than Three houaes alon 
tha Green vacant for want of tenant s, and likely to ci so for 
sods years to cone. 

As a result of all this, concerted effort in a large communal 
way seecs only possible In types of social pleasure such as 
those of "physical activity" and "receptive sensation" . The town 
has had for ten or fifteen years a oaseball club of which it is 
very proud* Literally thousands of people of all classes witness 
its gases, and help support it. Such an institution as the annual 
Fourth of July celeuration, with parade, athletic games and fire 
wor&s, enlists the hearty support and co-ODeration of practically 
the entire town, Tho centennial celebration of 1912, lasting 
a wee*, with parades, and meetings and carnival, was the most 
notable instance of this spiwit. In the last few years the careers 
of the Town Improvement Association have enlisted the support of k 
all classes of women in the town. ut these are prac ticallythe 
only instances of com unal effort. Largo movements Lite the erec- 
tion of a new Y.K.C.A. building or hospital in V!ontclair would 


have no chance of success In Bloomfield* Tenacious fell lone end 
t#oial prejudice, which in the othof town ere Overcome^ the nronfr* 
tigs and initiati e of the "ruling elaae", would »e loo strong hega 
to mait e oo operation possible, On the other hend, a town li e 
Belleville, with no "ruling aloes", has not wven theWe simple torhi 
of aonoerted effort whioh 'loomfield has. In social life and aeu*«> 
Dents, then we oat> say that Bloomfield oooupiss the sane inter 
melliate position whiohlt, doss geographically. 

The effect, then,* of the proximity of the city hse ceet, V» mm 
render the town unable to ooupote with the social and recreation 
&1 attractions of the city. The class which wee a. le financially 
and culturally, more or lees, to Keep all e a soolety and initiate 
social projects of communal benefit, has not been large eaougA 
or aolo enough for the/tas'-c. Social life has thus Deen devitaiv 
i=ed. The increased facilities of theatres and shows and danoem, 
etc., ku in the city hunt weakened amateur effort in all claees 
at home. The city has a glamor and a glare, and even those who 
have been Drought up rather strictly oe. in to show a aophietlemti*i 
which was rare ten years ago. The city has the effect, in otner 
words, of moving the scoial centre of gravity and attraction 
outside of the totfn itself, and penalizing the siooler group 
oloasures and social interests at home, without really bringing 
in a broader world of interests and vitalizing the town social 
life through the contact with the city. The town continues •slow 
although within the circle of every social advantage. 


«• have suggested thw church jctlouay which exists la thw town 
and prevents oornmunel effort in spiritual afftlrs. Practically 
thia works out la a divergence bwtwaan tha old Pfesoy ter iafi 
Church, around which, aa wo have aaan, tha villas# grew up and 
froa which it took ita naaa, and the rora Evangelical churches. 

For a century tha old ohuroh dominated tha town apliltually. With 
ita cora of tha native aristocracy, It waa always looked to to 
ta.ee tha initiative, and yet there waa always reserved thw rigbt 
anong the other ohurchea to reject that initiative whan it waa safe 
ta-en. Nothing oould be Hone without ita support, and yet its 
leadership was always accept with a certain aaount of grudging 
by the others. 

The traditional power of the old church, with its daughter 
cnurch which had withdrawn amicably in 1869, was oaaed largely 
on the hereditary spiritual power, one sight eay, of the old 


native a toe*, a considerable representation of which reaalns to W 
thia day. Practically all the families which ww have spoken of 
as the "ruling class" are members of this church, and the moat 
eminent leaders are elders and deacons. The church waa for a cert-, 
ury sternly Calvinistic in tone, out of late years has been ohar*- 
acterizsd by a certain amount of urban sophistication. Twenty 
years ego, it began the practise of importing paid professional 
singers and organist from New York; it has gradually added minute 
points of ritual, minister's gown, etc., which are considered 
slightly presumptuous by the more pleoeian Evangelical churches 
of tbs town. The services of ths latter have oeen .apt up with 
much greater regularity and ardor than those of the old church. 

It has difficulty in filling its prayer-meetings, and is con- 
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atently appealing to it* meabef* tot greatef devotion to lb# 
services and th* ohuroh aork. At th* eane tiaa# although th* to»t 
nunbar of aatlv* meubar* tend* father to deefeae# th*6 to ih- 
creaae, th*r* it no diminution in th* oontr iuutiona s th* aaalthy 
l*aD*r* f**l that th*r* i* a aooial inatitution ahioh auat b* 

:*pt up at any oo*t, a little oltadal, ao to sp**'.i of th*if 
clean, and they meet tho increasing denanda udob thaa in th* **7 
of new Duaio, repair*. *xt*naion of foreign aiaaionafy ■ofi' , with 
unexhausted vigor. Th* ohuroh aeema more than any of th* other* 
in town to feel th* emulation of th* oitys it ia to be a ''city'' 
church, to all intents and purpoaea, with a poaition to aalntain 
in th* town and county. Bewooaera with aooial ambition* ma * best*, 
to join it, and spiritually -minded plebeians who loo for offio* 
in the churoh or responsible positions of service are not particul 
arly welcomed. Indeed the grip of this older , wealthy element ia 
a^ aolut*. 

Th* ^ethodist and Baptist Churches, th* on* founded about 
1640 and th* other in 1851, are much more democratic in composi- 


tion, although each is dominated by a wealthy native "cot-outer , 
who pays the bills and therefor* exercises spiritual as well aa 
secular authority. The early members of ooth churches were drawn 
largely from the first 'commuters', men of comparatively humble 
position, and a class distinction was at onoe established with 
reference to the old ohuroh, whioh has oersisted to this day, and 
to which wa have had ocoaaion several times to refer. The Cath 
olio Church, established about 1875, haa grown very rapidly, and 
is now by far the largest in town in point of numbers. It minis- 
ters alcoat exclusively to the working class and nothing is 
..non of it by the other churches. The Evangelical Union of 
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ministers has of oouraa no lniareouraa *ilh It* paetor, #'0*pt 
when hia aid ia solicited in aaloon lioanaa matters, and hia 
entrance, aa wall aa that of alt Catholie leader*, into ou> ll« 
affaira ia looked upon with tha deepest euenioion. 

Tha Vethodlst and T»aptiat ohurohaa ara highly oofieerret !•»# in 
dogma, and tha old ohuroh rathar unaaaily ao. Tha only definite 
symptom of urban aophiatioatlon la tha fact that raw I t ala #e*o to 
have baan definitely abandonad in all tha ohurohaa. *ith ttg aria 
to tha idaals of oonduct, tha athlcal tona of all of thaaa ohuroh# 
ia still, aa it has always baan, Pur itaniatio . It la trua that it 
is slightly unaasy at tlmos, whan it comas into oontaot with tha 
fraar ways of tha oity. A good man is oftan foroad to have two 
slightly divergent coats, approving ona sat of tningw in tha - t 7 . 
and another at home. At tha ria.: of frivolity, I ao moved to 
mention a series of cartoons which have appeared in tha ‘New 
Yor : "ournal", called"Yhe Man from Montclair", and picturing tne 
zealous attempts to conceal from his neighbors whoa he inopportune- 
ly meets in the city, the minor gaveties upon which ha la bant. 

The cartoonist is a sociologist, for he ha 3 hit off perfectly a 
spirit which manifests itself, at least among the wealthier • 
young and older men, in our suburban town. The "Uontclai r" 
should, nowever, have oaen "Bloomfield", to be thoroughly apposite. 

At hose, attendance at church is still the prerequisite for 
social eligibility and respectac il it y in any class. A candidate 
for office oust possess exceptional qualifications if he 11 to 
countercaience the disadvantage of not ~eing a church- oer and a 
.rote start. It is necessary to keep tho Sabi ath with consid- 
ers ie strictness, although the influ*. of motor-cars in recent 
years has seriou-ly weakened that stronghold of Puritanism. 
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Dancaa and partial in town trust and on Oaturday nl ht pfoaptly at 
twalva, although tha auuaaaanta of tha city ara hold to ustify 
ona'a remaining out till a latar hour, bunday golf and tennls-s* 
playing hava of lata vaara made oonaldarabla Inroad among tha 
'aristocracy 1 , althou-'h h*ra there ia an affort to :aap it dia- 
craatly hiddan from puollo ga*e« Tha town atill officially 
forbida Sunday games, aa ia shown by tha following orBlnanoa- 
"Mo paraon or parsons shall on tha first day of tha wee, , 
coDDonly called Sunday, aasanbla or meet In any straat, vacant 
lot orother place, and there angina in any ball game or disorder 
lv conduct, or olow any horn apcazux or play any instrument 
upon any straat, or sing, or make or assist in naming any other 
loud noise uoon any street, without first having obtained a 
license therefor from the Counoil, under tha penalty of five 
dollars for each and every offence." 

The ministers of the Presoyterian churches show tneoaelves 

rather concernea snout tnis SaDcath-brea^ing ; while in toe 

churches of the 'middle class', the world, the flesh and the devil 

appear in the guise of dancing and the theatres of the neighboring 

cities. In fact, dancing is still a moot point, and permission 5* 

has not yet oeen obtained to allow it in any aihool building. "he 

question has come up perennially but ia always defeated on moral 

the 

grounds by a small majority of, -card of Education. Toth classes 
thin.: very highly of punctillious oehavior. and any new families 
who are suspected of social la^ness or what is called 'hi.h 
life' are soon made to feel the disapproval of 'society' and 
move away to a sore congenial neighborhood. 

This turitani-n is. of course, of long standing in the town, 
and hat. teen preserved against, the influence of the cl t> 
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Urgsly by tha rather ri*ld ehuroh and oUailiff •MBiUtloflf* 

Th» old ehuroh, th* oantar of tha eoBmunity, hod a o>f*at rap-ita- 
tion for its spirituality and mlanlonary raali It was au? oaad to 
h*aa sent out more missionaries In proportion to ita naaoarahlp 
than any in the State. The boarding/schools, also* which flour 
iahad In tha middlo of tha laat century, bad raputationa of bain* 
littla nora than praparatory schools for tha alnlatry and for 
niaaionary aarvloa. Calvinistio religion mi brad in tha oona 
cf tha town, and it *111 ta. a Duoh unin aophlatlcation to ^at 
rid of tt. 

Tha largest noral issue which excites loaal intaraat la tna 
excise question, which I discuss hare rather than in connection 
with politico oecause it is load* so pr oconintntly a ciortl and 
rail ious issue. It ittowdiately precipitates a new political 
ali^naent, on* between the "unco jruid", the church r*o;A*,- and 
the av«ra.*a citizen, the boliever in .personal Hearty", a vary 
popular uhrase in the county. The sore Evangelical church p-op- 
la are inclined to o* frankly Prohioitionist, out tha attitude of 
the old church leaders tends to oe sonswhat e uivocal. hrohloitlon 
does not seat, to than to cose within the ran** of practical poli- 
tics, and dininution of the numuer of licenses, even, is repre- 
sented to thea ss an attac.; on property riRhtp. An instructive is 
cident, sn example of this, occurred a few years a>co. when a sal- 
oon licens-i was not renewed, oecause of what eased xood evidence 
a.-ainat the character of tno place. Cocaidaraol* sentiment was 
developed aoonK the old ehuroh leaders in favor of the "younr 
aan, «ho had thus bean unjustly deprived of his livelihood". 

Th* licans* was finally ra -granted. The interaction of this natiwe 
uritanisa, than, an the uroan sophistication has worked out a co«- 
pronii* in favor of the exiatin* nunjir of saloons .18). As new 


applicant* eotue un every veer or ao, n morel o*»L.el^« ie alerted 
to prevent then from securing the coveted license, 'h« pulpit* 
thander, the town council in besieged with lettere end personal 
influence*, petitions eee drawn up, e hearing le held, perhar « a 
neee neotin,:, and the appl inatione ere rejected, h« jeetion 
la ao vexed a one, politically and religiously, that ell ola.i*ee 
are relieved to find a eolution which preewrvee toe status <io. 

The saloon intereeta are grateful that no move ia made to re 
duco the nuncer, while the "good" people seen to get all tne -low 
of coral satisfaction from the fact that they are not inoreased. 

In ' ontclair, public sentiment long ago reduced the nui-oei of sal 
oons to six, i.ut here again we have the large wording claws popu- 
lation and the evenly Balanced clangs* in bloomfield to account 
for the latter’s failure to imitate the other town. 

The religion of social service has made relatively little 
headway in the churches of the town, in spite of the pro iait 7 of 
the city and the possi ilitiea for the stimulation of aocio- 
logical interest. Chapels in the extreme northern and sou tne rr 
sections of the town were started at out thirty years ago tv the 
two °resb. terian churches, but until recently only religious > *r 
vices have oeen held there. Lately progress has oeen made o> the 
introduction of gymnasiums and cluos, somewhat on the plan of 
settlement work. The idea is very new, however, aedtho 'institu- 
tional ohuren' is -till very far from a reality. The other church 
es ha.e held aloof from these innovations, althou h ov Cc ut 
corps, a. ain3t considerable opposition, have been organised in all 
of them. The attitude of the older men and the church leaders 
towards such things as the attempts to organize men's ei ic 
leagues in the churches is one of sli htlv indignant crotest 
a ainat an attempt to introduce the secular and worldly into 
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God'* home. An attsspt recently to organ*. * a chsrlty «r. «ii 
gatlon soolst iff through ths no operation of ths Mill/ societies 
In ths churchss orb* to nothing! partly umtu** of ohuroh 
y, - non* churchss seeming to imply that their oiuoftjftil "of 
helping thoir poort their spiritual 'gymnaeiun to eay « 
where they acquired strength and m- rit, would i/e to on a*ay 
from the □ , - end pertly because of tnis feeling tost it would 
introduce a secular element. It wee only when it was L.ade a 
town project quite independent of the ohurohes that it received 
sun port. The result, of course, is that it fails to a certain 
extent in its purpose, which is to prevent the duplication of 
relief. 

As mentioned above, the Women's "own Improvement Association 
has oeen perhaps the moat successful of local organisations 
founded for civic work. It does excellent wor : in eeping the 
par- s and streets clean, and has done more to awa-.» civic ride 
than any other organisation in town. Its attitude towards the 
'oig men' of the town is perhaps too reverential ana its agitation 
in favor of permitting dancing in the school Buildings was pwrhapw 
too -ulo-.ly given up. But it has s cceeded in persuading the Both 
oard to open the cuildings in some quarters of the town 
for neighoornood meetings. 

Thw Boar d of Trade ia largely a paper organisation, na ing 
sporadic attempts to 'boom' the town, but not wor ing actively 
for any particular policy or end. Any attompt to put the oard 
on record in the past has resultsd in so much factional strife 
that it has remained content with a nominal existence. 
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In the natter of gwQtral oulturs, soBt-ehal the asms eohaid- 
•rationu apply aa in tho matter of anuMnants* The lack of 
available hallo prevents thara bain* given, lectures and ooncerts, 
ate., by outaidsra. Th# aohool buildings and the ebufoh hall* 
cannot ba rantad, ao that the town ia dependant upon what the 
churohaa nay provide. The two Preabyterian oburohaa lead in thia 
□attar, aaoh giving a oouraa of lacturaa and oontanta through- 
out tha winter. Talent in procured froa New Yor*c, and the ar.taf- 
taiacanta given are noatly travel and nature illuatratad leeturss, 
lectures oy ministers and othera on patriotic or huaoroua suo- 
jecta, and readings of popular playa. There aeens to be an effort 
to entertain rather than to inatruotj certainly all the deeper 
questions of the tine are carefully aidetraoked. Many aodern proe- 
less and issuea simply never get an ai: ing at all in the town, 
thou. h ao near Hew York. The church monopoly of culture haa 
effectually insulated the town. The situation is quite different 
in Montclair where literary clubs and the Unitarian church pro- 
vide a diet of much more stimulating fare. 

The Liorary in Bloomfield is also undor churoh influence, 
having oeen presented to tfce town under the guardianship of one 
of the churchee Dy a wealthy communicant oftnh the latter. A fee 
of il a year is charged for taking boo.cs out, although the reading 
room ie free. The town had no liorary until 1902, although it had 
■aa then alrqdy tztuazat 10,000 people. * beginning had been 
made in the 'IQ'a, when several thousand dollars was collected, 
and a ouilding erected. There aeens to have been no provision 
made for oooka, and the enthusiasm for culture dwindled to auoh an 
extent that the Liorary itself was never opened. The present lio*- 
rary opened with 10,000 volumes and now has over 15,000, and a 
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membership of 724, one-Bixth of whom com# from &!<!<•• 

Thi» biui that loan than 600 families out of tho 3164 in tho 
town make ua« of tho library. Tho readers afo pMetisallv all 
of prosperous or moderate moans, Tho library la sltuatod at son* 
distance from tho working-class districts, and ssomo not to 
interest them at all. A men's reading room, equipped elth notice 
pars, magazines and technical journals, was started but was at ao- 
don«4becauae of lac,; of support. Tho circulation of the Hora- 
ry is at present scout 50,000, 75$ of it fiction^ the liorarisn 
insists that it ia unfair to compare this with figures in other ^ 
towns where tho libraries send o»t„fiction to the schools and so 
swell its circulation. Some effort here is made to cater to the 
wants of spooial students, and tho reading -room ia frequented 
by cambers of bible classes, womaen's literary societies, end 
high school puDilo. The circumstances under which the Horary 0 
was given and is managed hardly mak_e it really pucllo In charac- 
ter. The church censorship banishes many books which seem to 
savor of the revolutionary and the ODScene. It is an interesting 
.uestion whether or not, without this gift, the town woulo have 
felt the need of bestirring itself and building a puolic Horary 
of its own. the great paucity of literary and artistic people 
in the town, a paucity mar ed in comparison with Glen Pidge and 
Montclair, ma.es it seem douDtful if they would. 

No cultural institution in the suouroan town shows more 
mar edly the effect of the proximity of the city than the news- 
paper. Most towns of the outside the metropolitan district, 

would have two or three weokly newspapers and prooaoly a small 
daily. This town has only a small weekly of ^pages, Containing, 

I 

bosides the local advertisements, discussions of local politics, 
and "local jottings" or short personals. There is no regular 
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editorial column, butAsttwrs from ountributofs ere printed. Tha 
Nww York and N aw ark dalliaa of couraa ara delivered at tha houses 
in all tha communitiwa of tha auburban district, and dfivs tha 
local papar except for advertisements and paraonala alwoat 
out of buainaaa. Tha aditor of tha papar in question la an 
aggrennive and wide-awake citizen, in vary bad standing with all 
tha "aoldarB of opinion"» tha "big man" of tha town, since hi a 
caapaige against annexation and hia harp in* on "apaoial privi- 
lege". Ha icaapa vary oloaa watoh of puolio affairs, and prlnta 
unuauall> detailed accounts cf the meetings of tha looal Counoil. 
Hia papar ia not s ensational - indeed even in hia attacks ha 


preserrea a guarded and judicial tone, but ha ia shrewd, and hia 
papar though not vary wall written, ia at leaat interesting and 
•caen. The circulation is about 2,000, including (lien Pidga. Tha 
papar thus evidently goes into a very large percentage of tha 
homes of tha town. Moat people do not pretend to ta;e it seri- 
ously ; its primitive appearance in comparison with the New Yok 
papers would assure that. But it aeeme, nevertheless, to exercise 
a quiet influence in local political affairs. It is often quoted 
and indeed provides the only forum in the town for discussion. 

In the matter of education, the town has had a traditional rep- 
utation. In 1810, the ■ loomf ieid Academy was built oy . oint stocn 
subscription of the nstives, snd became a famous institution. 

Within the ne-.t thirty years three other large boarding echoola 
were established, all of whom seem to have had a wide reputation. 
Their contribution, indeed, towards building up th*> town was though*" 
considerable, for well-to-do families who sent their children 
out to Bloomfield to school would sometimes dec 1 o to make the wmm 
town their permanent home. 
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Coamon schools, on the other hand, had been poof and ■•an. r * 
Tho wall -to-do raalllea of tha village had eent thait ohildfen to 
tha aoadauiaa aa day pup 11 a. The common schools war# psy-aohonle, 
aach pupil paying (2 par quarter. Tha aohoolhouaaa were ouilt and 
rapalrad by prlvata auDaoription. hut In 1849# tha aohool tfue- 
taaa - and thay war a tha fir at in tha Stata to do it - toon ad. afl- 
tega of tha now Stata law, providing for tha consol IBation of 
aiatriota and tha erecting of aohoolhuoaaa by th« levying of a 
ta:. on tha inhnoitanta of tha villaga. Tha rapoft of tha euoafin- 
tandent tha naxt yaar showed that wharean tha inoraaaa in tha 
number of ohildran of school age in the tillage had bean only 8, 
th*- increase of sohool attandanoa sinoa tha Introduction of free 
schoo Is tha year oefore had bean 494, and that 666 out of 848 
childran ware receiving free instruction. Tha achievement of &«H| 
tha first town in the Stata to establish free schools long fiilad 
the community with pride, and is indeed heard to this day. with 
tha implication that tha schools muBt Btill be a nodal for tha 
State as thay were than. This sue -consoious feeling of perfec- 
tion achieved has had a certain effect in delayin,- the improvement 
of tho senool system until recant years. The new svst.ee sounded 
the :neli of tne boarding schools and oy 1875, the. had disap- 
peared, tho Academy having oeen sold to a '-•ru.ui Theological Senip»- 
nary • . 

The town thus had a tradition of good sohoola, and for can y 
years toox a complacent pride in its reputation and progressive 
ness. It had tne emulation of Montclair, which had provided itsaf 
with one of the first High Sohools in tho Stata, and had a wall or- 
ganised and modern system by 1070. In '871, loocfield erected 
a large central ouilding which contained a High School; in '883, 
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a building for th# grades. Corporal pur.lshhent **ii early abol- 
ished; th# grade* system was adopted in 1873 ft on Off a HA?, a* tha 
raport aaya) but doubtlsee via Montclair) i tha new *«•)• idail 
wait- " Tha important art of teaohlng young children ia not 
to Baa how much can ba crammed into thair head", out to educate M 
tha facultiaa. especially that of perception." 

Tha financial daprasaion of 1878-00, whan hundrada of pieces 
of raal astata wara advertised for aala by tha Sheriff,hlt tha 
sohoola. k Oroanback -Labor tioKat was elected, aupportad o» tha 
Catholic*, which cut down th* appropriation* from ’ 1 0*000 to 
$7500, dropped Graak and Latin from tha liat of auo.. acts taught, d 
and auostitutod boo .Keeping and "natural philosophy". Th* oiaesie 
were however later rentored. 

The reports continue to ne oomplacont in tone, ard tha influ 
enc# of progressive uronn ideas in education is shown uy tn# an- 
nouncenent in 1888 that "the abstract method formerly in use, 
beginning and continuing studies from doo a and oy rules only, 
is entirely displaced. Children are called upon first to deal csft 
with things, their facts, relations and uses. -y thus fixing 
and developing habits of correct ooservation and comparison in s 
most natural way, th* reasoning powers are appealed to, called v* 
into exercise and carefully trained". 

This is encouraging, but it must be remembered that school 
population wan outrunning the facilities as th© town increased 
in numbers, and the thrifty bourgeois commuter population was not 
inclined to o* la-, lsh with its expenditures. The High Sonool was 
under fire st various times as a superfluous lucury, which only 
a small proportion of the town could ta,;e advantage of, and yet 
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whieh tha who 1 « town hud to aupport. finally in 1*97 tha auparin- 
tandant aaodrad a lar^a bond iaaua and font naa aohaola war# 
built. Tha following tabla i?i*aa th# fl.-ufli alalia l" tot thw 


achooln of tha townt- 


litl* 

HQa.la.KmIlt.jBj 

la .UUaUJa* 

HUlv -St 

uaii4t«a 

1872. 

572 



1133 

1873. 

796 



1150 

1674. 

874 

141 

43 

1197 

1875. 

887 



1272 

1877.. 

957 


35 


1678. 

1034 


43 

1 414 

1879. 

1015 

82 



1880. 




14*4 

1881 . 

1098 

306 



1882. 

924 

250 

39 


1863. 

906 


45 

1522 

1886. 

998 


64 

1655 

1893. 

116’ 


84 


1858. 

1230 


122 


1900. 

1535 



2359 

1 903. 

2102 


138 


1905. 

2247 


155 

2649 

1 9C8i 

2629. 


203 


1912. 

3174 


318 

367-’ 
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The falling off of the figures after 1881 It probs ly duo to 
tho method of registering, In the earlier yours aalgsi oil those 
who corns to sohool ot oil being oountod, ehila later only tho 
average attendance woa taken, Tht great^ inerooao botwoon ills 
1898 and 1903, whon tho number of ohlldfon In sohool oiBost 
doubled indlcotos how soroly tho now buildings wors needed, and 
that thoro had boon a largo number kept out bsoauao of lao : of 
room. Tns influx of f actonjworkers with larger famillos than 
tho nativos preduoos a school problem of congestion analogous 
to that in tho Metropolis. Tho px£>onderanoe of tho faotory slsaeft^ 
is suggested by the small High Sohool, which; as is soon in tne 
taolo, has by no means kept pace with the growth in population. 

Tho children of this cIsbs rarely enter the High Sohool, and even 

the children of the middle alaso, considering it a 'waste of tiaed 

rsrely finish, out leave to 'go to work' in the city. Those wno 
base been graduated are in most cases either children of eell-to- 
do parents who are going to College or else girls who have no 
position to go into in life and finish school rather through in 
•rtis than anything. Even though the number of pupils in the 
dign Sohool has increased, the number in the graduating classes 
has remained almost statonary until very recently, and of this 
number a large proportion, sometimes four-fifths, nave been 
girls. There has been, however, a steady increase since 1905; 
the proportion in the High Sohool of all the children in sohool 

was then only 6. 91, whereas it is now 10. 9%. An impetus han been 

given to remaining in school oy the erection of a handsome new 
ouilding with gymnasium, etc. and the introduction of a commercial 
course has also resulted in holding many pupils who would other- 



But the lure of the eity and the opportunities it seena to 
offor in offloe and shop, in are vary pointful, and the effect 
on the High Gohool In to take it alaoat a dose institution# a 
tort of privata achool. The thrifty bourgeois thun ham sobs 
justification for thair plaa that# nines only a faa selected fa *- 
iiiaa get thn bnnafit of thn school, it ia thny who should par 
tha cost. But it must bo said that this tal* la hoard loan nowa- 
days; the now High School building, a .Teat aojrce of local prldo, 
•ill effectually quench such a sentiment, probably forevor. 

In Montclair, as will bo nson from the following table, the situa- 
tion ia very different, but Montolalr has a different class align- 
ment and more wealth to provide proper school facilities. 

This table gives cooparatibe figurss with tha othsr towns 
in the State that we have used:- 

-1 92 2 gtn a u a. liiaaaf.la.Id. Montc lair . Millville . rniiij.aL.iu.y . 
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o 

other day 
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LI 

HH 
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Pupils: H.S. 

mi 
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.37 

in 

kind. 

ill 


4? 

o 

other d.s. 

iiH'i 

lhi 

tin 

,1-0 

night s. 


US 

i r l 

XH 
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population In soh, 
Kroportlon of population 
of aehool ago* 
Expenditure por oap- 
lta on education. 
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1 Ufl. 

uiuui* 

M. Ull* 

LUilh*. 

20. 01 

21.7* 

20. 01 

17.11 

24.41 

23.2* 

26.6* 

23.4* 

16.02 

89.22 

82.63 

S3. 00 


Bloooflold* it will ba Min, epend# twice aw much for wduoo- 
tion aw thw towns outside the metropolitan district, out only 
two-thirdu as ouch as Montclair, r he latter town now A larger 
proportion of its children In school, and a much larger high 
sthool. Where in Blooafield only 6* of the children were in the 
High School, in Montclair there were 11.7*. These figures In -*n 
•ral show olearly Bloomf ields ' middle position; the proximity to 
the city has inauced a greater expenditure than tne outside towns, 
but the industrial preponderance in the population haa kept the 
expenditure lower than what it is in a wealthy sucuroan community 
li^e Montclair, ax so largely composed of 'commuters'. 


Suauarv i- 

Vm have now traced in various aspocts the process whereby a 
country village war gradually nrou.'.ht into communication with 
two large cities, which o..erciaod an attractive influence upon 
it, drawing out its more aggressivo young people, aterili-ing 
its social life and introducenj sophistication into its ideals, 
and^aax in turn sa attracted by the village itself, so that indust 
rial plants looking for a aite to uuild, oity people loo.ing for 
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oountry roe idoncns nrnr the oity, were induced to oot« to th« 

town, btwrtin^ with threw fairly defined and wall dlff erentist 

• d and oalanced olaaaaa.- th* native ’aristocracy', deac-ndents 

of the original ssttlsrai a thrifty ‘middle class M and a factory 

claus of w«.;a -samara, - ths Ufa of tha town operated oy a 

procasa of ne*rs>?atli « salertion upon tha laf. s element of olty 

paopla who came to tho suburbs. Fndowed with a teraclous^end* 

religious tradition, it tandad to rapal not. onl\ tha irrsli.-lous ft 

but the artistic and cultursd as wall, "hose families of oon 

•;anial braadln. and wealth whioh catto to tha town tha native 'arisA 

tocrac,’ assimilated to its own elans; th*. 'middle class' draw 

the pious bour?eoi a of thrifty and Puritanical disposition; 

the factory element area a clans of skilled and self respecting 

w» •-Burners. The calanco o these clasass. and the church 

w ealousie3 en^enaered operated to prevent social co operation on 

community pro, acta ana concerted efforts except on the plans of 

sports ana celeurations . Tho political stru.—los towed a. out 

the itsue of tne clacor for improve. acts resisted oy the conaerv- 

ati . eels.. <*i.ts which ^aid tho ta_.es. -his conservatism was 

re suited in tbe secession of tho most progressive and cultured 

sections of the town, and tho cons© uent loss of the wealtn ar.d 

social initiative which mi ht ha-, ev italUed the local institu 

tions, and crentea the necessary new ones. Left to itself, howevy 

or, a f roup-indi y i dual ism has prevented tho town from reaching the 

cultural and nociai etanaara of not. of its noi.;hoors. Emulation 

with its nei nuors of late y-ars. rather than a new alignment of 

clauses, alor.- witn a slowly troadenic’ social spirit of the times 

naa furnished tho motive for much improvement, and au ura fur ther 
for to* future. 



